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Act of 17 July 1925 relatin g to Svalbard

Chapter I. Relati on of Svalbard to Norway.
§1.

Svalbard form s a part of the Kingdom of
Norway.

To Svalbard belong Bear Islan d, West
Spitsbergen , North-East Land , Barents
Island , Edge Island , Kin g Charles Land ,
Hope-Island , P rince Charles Forelan d,
together with all islands, great or sm all and
rocks appertain ing thereto between 10° and
35° longitude east of Greenwich and between
74° and 81°latitude nort h .

Th e Governor shall have the sam e au tho-
rity as a District Governor . He is also ch ief of
police , notary public andassistan t jud ge in
the cou rt of first in stance, in so far as no
special officials are appointed to these posts.

§ 6.

Th e Court of Assessors for Svalbar d shall
be the Court of Assessors in the jud icial cir-
cu it w hich the King determines .

§ 2.
Norwegian civi l and penal law and t he

Norwegian legislat ion relating to the adm i-
nistrat ion of j ust ice apply to Svalbard , where
nothin g to the contrary has been provided .

Other statutory provisions do not apply to
Svalbard , unless specifical ly provided .

§ 3.
Th e statutes relating to public officials, to

payment for public acts, to coins, measu re
and weight , to the postal and telegraph ser-
vices, to labou r protect ion and to labour dis-
putes shall apply to Svalbard with such
amendments as the King m ay lay down ou t
of regard for the local cond it ions.

$ 4.
The Kin g may issue general regulations

concerning the chu rch , school and poor
relief services, concerning pu blic order , con -
cernin g ex pulsion, concerning the medical
and health services, concerning the bu ilding
and fire services, concerning combust ib le
articles, concerning shippin g, aviation an d
other com munications, concerning paten ts
etc. concerning m ining, hunting, catching,
fish ing and other indu st rie s, concerning pro-
tection of anim als, plan ts, natural form a-
tions, tracts of land and ant iquit ies and con-
cerning returns to the central stat istical
office.

Chapter II. Government and administra-
tion of justice.

§ 5.

In Svalbard there shall be a Governor
appointed by the King.

§ 7.

Th e functions of the court of first instance,
probate court j udge and j udicial recorder
shall be assigned to the court of first in stance
which the King determines .

§ 8.
Under the Governor as assistant judge

shall sort :

(1) Cases which the Act relat ing to j udicial
procedu re in penal cases or other statutes
have assigned to the court of first inst-
ance ;

(2) paternity cases which the judge of the
cou rt of first in stan ce deem s can best be
elu cidated in Svalbard ;

(3) cases concerning private service or other
private em ployment relat ionship s;

(4) other cases relating t o capital claim s,
uuh o n t h e y a h e o f t h o o h j o oet in d i s p ut e

does not exceed NOK 2 000,- or when
both part ies ask for a judgm ent an d the
Governor is willing. T he Governor can
al so perform taking of evid ence and
registrat ions.

$ 9.
In cases where mediation between the par-

ties is obligatory the court shall undert ake
su ch mediation .

Th e court stipulates the t ime and place for
court sit tings and the not ice which part ies
and witnesses shall have.

Th e statutory provisions relating to court
vacations do not apply to Svalbar d .

Witnesses and expert s ar e not bound t o
meet at a distance exceedin g 10 km from the
place where they reside or soj ourn when
summ ons is served , unless the court gives
them special order to attend .

As regard s allowance for conveyance and
board the Kin g shall issue regulations.
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§ 10.
Evalua tion in exp rop riat ion cases is un der-

taken by th ree legal su rveyors. App eal
again st an evalu tion is heard by five legal
su rveyors w ith th e Governor as chairm an .

I f th e case is part icularly im p ort an t , the
Kin g m ay , on the petition of a party, deter -
m ine th at th e Governor an d two legal sur-
veyors sh al l effect th e evaluation . App eal
again st th e evaluat ion shall in su ch case be
heard by five legal surveyors w ith a su rveyor
j udge , wh om the King app oin ts , as chairman.

Chapter III. Special rules concerning perso-
nal legal relations.

$ 14.
Guard ians for m in ors or for persons

declared incap able of m anaging th eir own
affairs shall be app oin ted by th e G overnor .

He shal l w ith ou t delay sen d notificat ion of
such app oin tm en t and a statem en t of t he
cap ital asset s of the person under gu ardian
sh ip .

Th e King sh all issue m ore deta iled regul a-
t ions as to h ow the asset s sh all be adm in is-
tered a n d as to supervision of the gu ar d ian s .

§ 11.
Court w itn esses, legal su rveyors, lay

j udges an d assessors for cou rt sittings in
N orway ·sh all be selected from th e pan els
whi ch ar e estab lished for the court in ques-
t ion .

In Sval bard th e Governor shal l appoin t
court w itn esses , legal su rveyors and lay
j udges . They m ust be N orwegian su bj ects, be
of age an d n ot dep rived by j udgmen t of their
righ t of voting in p u blic affai rs.

Th e persons app oin ted are bound to accep t
the task . All owan ce for conveyance an d
boar d can be gran ted to them accord ing to
rules lai d down by the King .

P rocess-servers shall be app oin ted by the
Governor .

§ 12.
Seizu re , sequestra tion , d istrain t p roceed-

ings, and for ced sal e re la tin g to real property
or min ing rights in Svalbar d shall be per-
formed in N orway by the j udge of the court
of first in stan ce . Oth er en forcem en t act ion
shall sort un der th e Governor .

F orced sal e of real p roperty and m in ing
r igh ts sh all be ann oun ced once in th e Norwe-
gian Gazette with at least 3 m onth s' notice
and by affixation of a notice at th e office of
the court . F orced sal e of m oveables shall be
ann ounced by n otices an d in oth er su itable
m an ner.

$ 13.
Th e register of m ortgages in Svalbard shall

h ave a separate folio for each real property ,
each m in in g cl aim and each leased p iece of
S tate lan d .

As to th e d esignation of propert ies and
m in ing claims in th e regis ter of m ortgages
and as to th e k eep ing of the register of m ort -
gages , the Kin g sh al l issue m ore detailed
regulat ions .

§ 15.
The declar ing of a p erson as in cap able of

m anaging h is own affair s on accoun t of m en-
tal in firm ity can be d one tem porar ily by th e
Govern or, when a m edical cert ificate of th e
infirm ity is p resen ted .

§ 16.

Both civic an d ecclesiast ical solem nization
of m ar riage m ay be performed with ou t
publicat ion of bann s .

§ 17.
If a m arriage con tract (ek tepak t) is

execu ted an d the person p erform ing the
solem nization of the m arriage en dorses th e
contract wi th an at testa tion of th e d ate, th e
con tract shal l be val id also in relat ion to a
th ird part y from the date of the solem niza-
t ion of th e m arriage, if it is registered w ith in
one year .

§ 18.
Mediation between spou ses un der the p r o-

vision s of th e Marriage Act m ay be per -
form ed by the Governor or by a person
auth orized to solem nize m arriage.

§ 19.
The Governor shal l also fun ction as bailiff

of alim ony p u rsuan t to th e s tatu tes relatin g
to paren ts an d ch ildren .

$ 20.

The ch ild welfare com m itte e shall consist
of th e Governor and two m em bers wh om h e
appoin ts . At least one of the m em bers shall
be a wom an.
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§ 21.
The statu tes relating to allodial possession

(odelsrett ) and right of prim ogen itu re
(åsetesrett ) shall not apply to Svalbard .

Chapter IV. Speci al rules relating to pro-
perty.

§ 22.
All land wh ich is not assigned to any per-

son as his property pu rsuant to the Treaty
relat ing to Svalbard shall be State land and
as such be subject to the State's right of
ownersh ip .

No one m ay gain a prescrip tive right of
ownership or u se of State land . Rights wh ich
the State possesses over vended State land
cannot be lost by prescript ive right .

§ 23.

Over land which has been assigned to a
private proprietor under the Treaty relati ng
to Svalbard , su bjects of the states which are
parties to the Treaty can without special
licence acqu ire both right of ownership and
right of u se . The sam e applies to a lawfu lly
formed com pany, the board of wh ich has its
seat in these states .

Th e keeper of the register of mortgages
may dem and evidence from the authorit ies
concerned in the hom e state that a foreigner
or a foreign com pany fulfils these condit ion s.

$ 24.
If the proprietor or u ser- of real property in

Svalbard d oes not reside or have perm anent
abode in Norway or Svalbar d , he mu st have
an authorized agent who is resident in the
Kingdom to represent him in all matters
relat in g to this property. The same applies
when the p roprietor or user is a com pany,
whose board has its seat in a foreign state .

Th e power of attorney with the name and
statu s of the agent shall be registered .

If no such power of attorney has be en
given and registered , the judge of the court of
first instan ce can appoin t an agent at the
request of anyone in terested . The appoin t-
ment shall be registered and shall be valid
unt il the owner or u ser him self registers a
power of attorney.

§ 25.
The King can issue. regulations as to how

the boundaries of pr ivate land shall be
mar ked .

When a real property is d ivid ed , the Gov-
ernor shall appoint two men to draw up a
cert ificate of division with the necessary
parti culars o f the part separated off. Tit le-
deed to the separated port ion m u st not be
registered before the cert ificate of div ision .

§ 26.

The ground proprietor has sole righ t of
hun ting and catching on the p ropert y :

a) irt the vicinity of dwelling, houses, m aga-
zines, work-shops and other bu ildin gs
w hich have as their pu rpose the utiliza-
tion of the property ;

b) with in a distance of 10 km from the main
seat of the act ivity or utilization of the

• p roperty.
'The gr ound proprietor has the sole right of

hunting, catchin g, collect in g of eggs and
down in eggeri es or downeries w hich are
p rotected by licence of the King. The protec-
tion shall be announced in the Norwegian
Gazette and the locality shall be marked in
the m anner the King prescribes.

§ 27.
Outside the areas which are specified in

§ 26 hunters, catchers, fishermen , collectors
of eggs and down shall be ent it led to have
cabin s and other establishments wh ich they
need for sojou rn and work , provided that it is
not an inconvenience to the ground prop-
rietor .

Anyone who wishes to carry on scientific
invest igations shall have t he same right out-
side the areas specified in $ 26, l itra a).

Dispute concernin g the applicat ion of
these regulat ions shall be decided by the
Governor with final effect .

§ 28.

Enforced relinqu ishm ent of a right of own -
ership or use of real property in cases other
than are warranted by the Mining Code m ay
be permitted the  King:

(1) when the State or a private person wishes
to build a har bour , quay, dock , road,
transport device , water conduit, power
line , telegraph or telephone in stallation .

(2) when the State in other respects needs
the ground for public or scient ific use .

Th e proprietor and other possessors of
rights shall be given opportunity to make a
statement before the King gives the permis-
sion .
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Chapter V. Miscellaneous provisions .

§ 29.

The King can decide that persons and com-
panies from states not party to the Treaty
relatin g to Svalbard can acquire min in g
rights, rights of ownership or u se of real
p ropert y in Svalbard , wholly or part ly on the

sam e conditions as the ones to which they
wou ld be subject if they belonged to one of
the Contracting P art ies.

$ 30.
This Act shall enter in to force on the date

decided by the Kin g.
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