Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization
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Telephone (+1-902) 468-5590 - Fax (+1-902) 468-5538
Email: info@nafo.int - Website: www.nafo.int

In all correspondence,
please refer to:

GFS/15-359

06 October 2015

TO: All Contracting Parties

Dear Colleagues,
Subject:  Sedentary Species on Canada’s Continental Shelf

Please find attached correspondence received today from Kevin Stringer, Head of Delegation
of Canada to NAFO, regarding sedentary species on Canada’s Continental Shelf.

Contracting Parties are herewith requested to forward this information to all appropriate

fisheries institutions, fisheries managers and fishing vessels operating in the NAFO Regulatory Area
(NRA).

Sincerely yours,

el L

Fred Kingston
Executive Secretary
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SEP 05 2015

Mr. Fred Kingston

Executive Secretary

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization
P. O. Box 638

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

B2Y 3Y9

Dear Mr. Kingston:

It has come to Canada’s attention that a fishing vessel from the European Union recently
caught a substantial quantity of sea cucumber (cucumaria frondosa) while targeting skate on
the Tail of the Grand Banks in the NAFO Regulatory Area.

Canada would like to remind Contracting Parties that sea cucumber (cucumaria frondosa)
meets the definition of a sedentary species under UNCLOS (Article 77, paragraph 4) and
Canada’s Coastal Fisheries Protection Act and that all harvesting of such species, including
as bycatch, is prohibited.

Canada sent correspondence to this effect via the NAFO Secretariat to NAFO Contracting
Parities in the past, in 1997 under the subject heading Restrictions on Sedentary Species in
the NAFO NRA, and again in 2002 under the subject heading Sedentary Species on the
Canadian Continental Shelf (copies attached at Tab 1).

Fishing for sedentary species, including sea cucumber, in any portion of Canada’s continental
shelf by unauthorized foreign fishing vessels is contrary to the Coastal Fisheries Protection
Act, and any foreign fishing vessel detected fishing for sea cucumber or other sedentary
species on the continental shelf may be subject to enforcement action by Canada.

Accordingly, all NAFO Contracting Party vessels fishing on the Nose or Tail of the Grand
Banks or the Flemish Cap must take measures to avoid bycatch of sea cucumber, as well as
other sedentary species. Furthermore, any bycatch of sea cucumber or other sedentary
species must not be retained. Any living specimens should be returned to the water in a
manner that causes the least harm.
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Please circulate this letter, along with the attachment, to all Contracting Parties so that it can
be shared with appropriate fisheries institutions, fisheries managers and fishing vessels
operating in the NAFO Regulatory Area.

Yours sincerely,

A Qo
Kevin Stringer

Head of Canadian Delegation
Fisheries and Oceans Canada





















