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Jobs are at risk while
Norway and the EU quarrel
The mayor of Båtsfjord believes that
fishermen who deliver snow crab to the
municipality's snow crab factory on land
must receive their own quotas. But as long
as the EU and Norway do not agree on who
will decide on the crab, the answer from the
minister is no.
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Big political game about the snow crab. The EU and
Norway are arguing, while jobs are at risk.
PHOTO: COAST GUARD /

Tarjei Abelsen Journalist
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- I think the fishermen should be granted

a dispensation as long as they deliver to

!

The article is
several years

old.
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the onshore facility that gives us fiy full-

time jobs in the municipality, says mayor

of Båtsfjord Geir Knutsen.

The mayor is worried about the future of the

factory, which specializes in receiving snow

crabs.

Since last year, Norway's largest snow crab

factory, run by Sea Gourmet in Båtsfjord, has

stood still. There was a boom stop when the

EU fleet, which is the only ones delivering live

crab in Båtsfjord, was refused to continue

fishing.

- It is wrong when we know that there are fiy

Norwegian boats that have a permit to fish for
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snow crab, and

there are only

about seven boats

that fish this crab.

The Minister has

been clear that

those who do not

use their license

will lose it, says

Knutsen.

No activity
while Norway
and the EU quarrel
The problem for Båtsfjord is that only the EU

fleet has delivered live crabs on land, the

Mayor Geir Knutsen hopes
50 jobs can be saved in
the municipality.
PHOTO: KNUT-SVERRE HORN
/ NRK
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Norwegian boats have the production on

board.

At the same time, EU boats are waiting in

port, while Norway and the EU are

negotiating. Norway believes that only those

who can issue quotas, while the EU has

issued licenses for 20 boats from Europe.

In the meantime, Knutsen in Båtsfjord has

come up with a temporary proposal to start

activity at the factory.

- We hope to have a project where the

municipality distributes a certain share of

quotas on snow crab, so we could have
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activity while this conflict is ongoing with

the EU.

Read also: Fishing illegally on the

Norwegian shelf with the EU's blessing

Senator, Latvian snow crab vessel in Kirkenes harbor.
Brought in by the Coast Guard.
PHOTO: TARJEI ABELSEN / NRK
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Hope to save 50 jobs
In addition to at least 50 jobs on land, the

jobs of fishermen on EU boats are also at

risk.

One of the most central shipping companies

is SIA North Star, which has three boats at the

quay in Båtsfjord and one in custody in

Kirkenes. Now the workers are on minimum

wage, and may soon be sent home,

according to shipowner Peteris Pidlegovics.

Meanwhile, a third proposal from Norway is

on the table for the EU in the negotiations.

Norway demands to get something back if

the EU is to be allowed to fish for snow crab.
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So far, the EU has refused. Knutsen in

Båtsfjord has long hoped for a solution.

- We all hope that there will be a solution

to this, because it is clear that losing fiy

jobs is very much in a small place like

Båtsfjord, says mayor Geir Knutsen.
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