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North Atlantic Fisheries Ministerial Conference 2016 - minutes from the conference and bilateral
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Day 1 - Briefly about the first day of the conference

The Norwegian delegation arrived in St. Petersburg on the afternoon of Wednesday, 8 June 2016. We
received a brief from the Norwegian Ambassador to Moscow, Leidulv Namtvedt, and then attended an
informal dinner with most of the delegations.

The main program of the conference started on Thursday, 9 July at 10:00. Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Head of the Fisheries Agency, Ilya Shestakov, welcomed and then gave the floor to
Sergey Movchan, Deputy Governor of St. Petersburg.

After the official program on day 1, a formal dinner was arranged.

Day 2 - bilateral meetings

2.1 Bilateral meeting with the EU

The EU was represented by Karmenu Vella (Commissioner), Andras Inotai (Cabinet Member),
Bernhard Friess (Director), Andrew Thomson (Administrative Assistant), Joost Paardekooper (EU
Coastal States negotiator).



The following topics were on the agenda for the meeting with the EU: (1) Three fish negotiations on
Norwegian herring, mackerel and blue whiting, (2) New executive secretary of NEAFC, (3) Snow crab-
possible exchange with the EU

(1) Three fish negotiations on Norwegian herring, mackerel and blue whiting

(2) New Executive Secretary of NEAFC

(3) Snow crab-possible exchange with the EU
Vella pointed out that the member countries were very interested in establishing a swap agreement on
snow crab.

Sandberg pointed out that the officials are in dialogue and that talks will take place in Tromse next
week when there is a meeting about the North Sea stocks. ARO pointed out that the Russians are pushing
for Norway to introduce a landing ban on snow crabs.

Vella asked if snow crab was still fished and landed without permission, Sandberg confirmed. He
pointed out that it is Lithuanian interests that are behind both the fishing and the landings. He further
informed that Russia does not perform enforcement in the Smutthullet and that Norway cannot do
anything formal until Russia actively does something against this activity.

Vella informed that the EU was in talks with Russia about the snow crab.

Marine strategy

2.2 Bilateral meeting with Russia
The meeting was attended by Ilya Shestakov (Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Head of the Fisheries
Agency), Sergey Simakov (Head of Department), Julia Badina (Head of Division), Sergey Golovanov
(Fisheries Council in Oslo), Vladimir Belyaev (Fisheries Council in Copenhagen), Kristina Melnikova
(interpreter, PINRO) from the Russian side. Shestakov opened by highlighting good cooperation with
Norway, which the Minister agreed with and also emphasized the importance of continuing with.

The agenda for the meeting included the following topics: (1) The Smutthullet agreement, (2) Snow
crab, including a landing ban and exchange with the EU, (2) Russian import ban and Norwegian seafood
(this was not on the agenda, but Sandberg still chose to mention it) (3) Three fish negotiations on
Norwegian herring, mackerel and blue whiting (4) 46th session of the Joint Norwegian-Russian
Fisheries Commission.

(1) The Smutthullet agreements

(2) Snow crab
Shestakov pointed out that Russia was in the same situation as before; they had no agreement with the
EU, but it was still Baltic countries that fished snow crab on the Russian shelf in Smutthullet. He pointed
out that this was [UU fishing and that Norway was co-responsible for IUU fishing on the Russian shelf.
Shestakov informed that the Russian Coast Guard cannot perform enforcement, as the fishing takes
place outside the 200-mile zone, and that they want to use the Norwegian landing ban to stop this
fishing,



Sandberg pointed out that we were aware of the illegal fishing by third countries without a permit. He
further pointed out that Norway and Russia have for many years stood together in the fight against [UU
fishing. He further pointed out that we do not know the Russian regulations and whether this fishing is
prohibited by law, and what is done regarding illegal fishing on the Russian side. He pointed out that
as long as this activity is tolerated by the Russian side, there is nothing we can do from the Norwegian
side. He also informed that Norway is in talks with the EU about a possible exchange of snow crab.

Raksund spoke at the meeting and expressed in clear words that here the Russians asked Norway to do
the police job for them. He pointed out that it is difficult for Norway to arrest/deport vessels when there
is no ban in Russian regulations. He pointed out that we need both legal and actual action from the
Russian side on this before it is relevant for Norway to consider a possible landing ban on snow crabs.

(3) Rejection of research cruise

(4) Russian import ban and Norwegian seafood

(5) Three-fish negotiations on Norwegian herring, mackerel and blue whiting

(6) 46th session

2.3 Bilateral meeting with the Faroe Islands
The meeting was attended by Hegni Karsten Hoydal (Minister of Fisheries), Andras Kristiansen
(department director), Herluf Sigvaldsson (head of negotiations) and Eilif Gaard (department director).
It was the Faroe Islands that took the initiative for the meeting. It was a very short meeting during a
break in the program.

(1) Three-fish negotiations on Norwegian herring, mackerel and blue whiting

2.4 Bilateral with Canada
The meeting was attended by Leslie MacLean (Acting Deputy Minister), Robert Day (Department
Director) and Andrew McMaster (Deputy Director). It was Canada that took the initiative for the
meeting.

(1) Import ban on American lobster

(2) Arctic high seas

(3) Obama's working group on combating IUU fishing and seafood fraud and the United States’
proposal for new rules for importing seafood, by-catch of marine mammals.
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Nord-atlantisk fiskeriministerkonferanse 2016 — referat fra konferansen og bilaterale
meter

1. Dag1 - Kort om konferansens forste dag

Den norske delegasjonen ankom St. Petersburg pa ettermiddagen onsdag 8. juni 2016. Vi fikk
en brief fra den norske ambassaderen i Moskva, Leidulv Namtvedt og deltok deretter pa
uformell middag med de fleste delegasjonene.

Konferansens hovedprogram startet torsdag 9. juli kl. 10:00. Viselandbruksminister og leder
av Fiskeribyraet, Ilja Sjestakov, gnsket velkommen og ga deretter ordet til Sergey Movchan,
vise-guverner i St. Petersburg.

Etter det offisielle programmet pa dag 1 ble det arrangert formell middag.

2. Dag 2 - bilaterale mgter
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2.1Bilateralt mgte med EU
Fra EU stilte Karmenu Vella (kommisser), Andras Inotai (Cabinet Member), Bernhard Friess
(Director), Andrew Thomson (Administrative Assistant), Joost Paardekooper (EU Coastal
States negotiator).

Folgende temaer sto pa agendaen for mgtet med EU: (1) Tre fisk-forhandlinger om nvg-sild,
makrell og kolmule, (2) Ny eksekutivsekreteer i NEAFC, (3) Sngkrabbe-mulig bytte med EU

(1) Tre fisk-forhandlinger om nvg-sild, makrell og kolmule

(2) Ny eksekutivsekreteer i NEAFC

(3) Sngkrabbe-mulig bytte med EU
Vella viste til at medlemslandene var veldig interessert i & fé i stand en bytteavtale pa
sngkrabbe

Sandberg viste til at embetsmennene er i dialog og at samtaler vil finne sted i Tromsg neste
uke ndr det er mgte om Nordsjsbestandene. ARO viste til at russerne presser pa for at Norge
skal innfgre landingsforbud pa sngkrabbe.

Vella spurte om det fortsatt fiskes og landes sngkrabbe uten tillatelse, det bekreftet Sandberg.
Han viste til at det er Litauiske interesser som stéar bak bade fisket og landingene. Han
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orienterte videre om at Russland ikke handhever i Smutthullet og at Norge ikke kan gjgre noe
formelt for Russland aktivt gjor noe mot denne aktivitet.

Vella orienterte om at EU var i samtaler med Russland om bytte av sngkrabbe.

Marin strategi

2.2 Bilateralt mate med Russland
Pa metet deltok bl.a. Ilja Sjestakov (viselandbruksminister og leder av fiskeribyréet), Sergey

Simakov (Head of Department), Julia Badina (Head of Divison), Sergey Golovanov
(Fiskerirad i Oslo), Vladimir Belyaev (Fiskerirad i Kgbenhavn), Kristina Melnikova (tolk,
PINRO) fra russisk side. Sjestakov apnet med & trekke frem et godt samarbeid med Norge,
som statsraden sa seg enig i og i tillegg understreket viktigheten av a fortsette med.

Pa dagsordenen for metet sto fglgende temaer: (1) Smutthullavtalen, (2) Sngkrabbe, herunder
landingsforbud og bytte med EU, (2) Russisk importforbud og norsk sjgmat (stod ikke pa
agendaen men Sandberg valgt likevel & nevne det) (3) Tre fisk-forhandlinger om nvg-sild,
makrell og kolmule (4) 46. sesjon i Den blandete norsk-russiske fiskerikommisjonen.

(1) Smutthullavtalen
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(2) Snokrabbe
Sjestakov viste til at Russland var i samme situasjon som tidligere; de hadde ingen avtale med

EU, men det var fortsatt baltiske land som fisket sngkrabbe pa russiske sokkel i Smutthullet.
Han viste til at dette var IUU-fiske og at Norge var medansvarlig for IUU-fiske pé russisk
sokkel. Sjestakov orienterte om at russisk kystvakten ikke kan handheve, da fisket foregar
utenfor 200 milssonen, og at de gnsker a bruke norsk landingsforbud for a stanse dette fisket.

Sandberg viste til at vi er klar over det ulovlige fisket fra tredjeland uten tillatelse. Han viste
videre til at Norge og Russland i mange ar har statt sammen i kampen mot IUU-fisket. Videre
viste han til at vi ikke kjenner til det russiske regelverket og om dette fisket er forbudt ved lov,
og hva som gjeres med et ulovlige fisket pa russisk side. Han viste til at sd lenge denne
aktiviteten tolereres fra russisk side, sa er det ikke noe vi fra norsk side kan gjgre. Han
orienterte ogsd om at Norge er i samtaler med EU om et evt. bytte av sngkrabbe.

Rgksund tok ordet i motet og gav i klare ordelag uttrykk for at her ba russerne Norge om a
gjore politijobben for de. Han viste til at det er vanskelig for Norge a skulle arrestere/forvise
fartgy nar det ikke eksisterer forbud i russisk regelverk. Han papekte at vi trenger bade
juridisk og faktisk handling fra russisk side pa dette fgr det er aktuelt for Norge a vurdere
mulig landingsforbud av sngkrabbe.

orskningstokt

3) Avslag pd
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6) 46. sesjon

2.3 Bilateralt mgte med F eroyene
Pa metet deltok Hogni Karsten Hoydal (fiskeriminister), Andras Kristiansen
(avdelingsdirekter), Herluf Sigvaldsson (forhandlingssjef) og Eilif Gaard (avdelingsdirektar).
Det var Faergyene som tok initiativet til mptet. Det ble et veldig kort mete i en pause i
programmet.

(1) Tre-fisk forhandlinger om nvg-sild, makrell og kolmule

2.4 Bilateralt med Canada
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Pa motet deltok Leslie MacLean (Acting Deputy Minister), Robert Day (avdelingsdirektear)
og Andrew McMaster (underdirekter). Det var Canada som tok initiativ til matet.

1) Importforbud mot amerikansk hummer

(3) Obamas arbeidsgruppe for bekjempelse av IUU-fiske og sjematsvindel og USAs
forslag til nye regler for import av sjgmat, bifangst av sjepattedyr
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