
 
MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES 

 
Note 
 
From: Fisheries and Aquaculture Department Date: 11.10.2016 
To: Minister Per Sandberg Case No. 16/1544 
Copy: Case Officer: Guri Mæle Breigutu / Kirsti 

Henriksen 
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Overall goal 
 
 
• Ensure access of Norwegian snow crab vessels to the Russian continental shelf in Smutthullet 
  
 
Management rules 
 
 
 
Norwegian-Arctic cod and haddock 
 
 
 
Capelin 
 
 
 
Redfish - Sebastes norvegicus (common redfish) and Sebastes mentella (proboscis) 
Sebastes mentella (proboscis) 
 
 
   
Snow crab 
In 2015, Norway and Russia agreed that the snow crab is to be regarded as a sedentary species subject 
to Norwegian and Russian management expertise on the Norwegian and Russian continental shelves, 
respectively. 
 
Last year, Norway and Russia agreed on mutual access for each other's fishing vessels for catching 
snow crab on the Norwegian and Russian continental shelves in Smutthullet. Parties should strive to 
keep the number of vessels within the number of vessels that had a permit in 2015. On the Norwegian 
side, there were 21 vessels. 
 
This autumn we have read in the Russian press that Russia has submitted a note to the UN Continental 
Shelf Commission to update the boundaries of the Russian continental shelf in the Barents Sea and that 
the Russian Coast Guard has controlled snow crab fishing on the Russian continental shelf in 
Smutthullet since 4 September 2016. This meant that all third country vessels that had been fishing 
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illegally on the Russian continental shelf withdrew. But it was very worrying that this had created great 
uncertainty about whether the Russian shelf in Smutthullet was closed also to Norwegian fishermen. 
 
This issue was raised in a meeting on 23 September between the embassy in Moscow and MID, without 
any explanation or confirmation being given as to whether Norwegian vessels could continue fishing in 
accordance with what was agreed in the minutes from the 45th session. 
 
At the presidency meeting on 3 October, the Russian side reported that they had established a TAC on 
the Russian continental shelf and as it was now used up, thus there was no access for either Russian or 
Norwegian vessels. On the Norwegian side, we were informed that the FSB (Russian Coast Guard), at 
the same time, had responded positively to the Norwegian Coast Guard that it had not established any 
restrictions for Norwegian vessels fishing for snow crab on the Russian continental shelf in relation to 
the minutes from the 45th session - and that this is the information we have for the time being. 
 
It is important to confirm that Norwegian fishermen still have access to fish on the Russian shelf in 
Smutthullet, and seek to have this further formalized. 
 
It is also important to continue the research collaboration on snow crab and start collaboration on 
management measures, including technical regulatory measures. This is a task that should be added to 
DPU (the permanent committee for management and control issues). 
 
The Norwegian Fishermen's Association and Fiskebåt are also both concerned that we will continue to 
secure the mutual access in 2017. In addition, the industry wants clarification of the regulations in 
relation to NEAFC both with regard to VME (marine protected areas), but also gear conflicts, and here 
we await input from the Ministry of Justice. 
 
• Formalize mutual access for each other's fishing vessels for catching snow crab on the Norwegian 

and Russian continental shelf in Smutthullet 
• Research collaboration with increased research efforts 
• Instruct the DPU to look at technical regulations, such as minimum size, gear regulation, protection 

period, by-catch, etc. 
 
Other stocks 
 
Pollock 
 
 
  
Shrimp 
 
 
  
King crab 
 
 
 
Seal 
  
  
  
Research activities in 2016 
 
 
 



Technical regulatory measures 
 
Incorporation of fish below the minimum size in the shrimp fishery 
  
  
  
By-catch of cod in the capelin fishery 
  
 
 
Control and enforcement 
Draft 
  
 
 
Guidelines for fisheries control 
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Mandat til 46. sesjon i Den blandete norsk-russiske fiskerikommisjon 

Overordnet malsetting 

• 
• Sikre norske sn0krabbefart0y adgang til russisk kontinentalsokkel i Smutthullet 

• 

Forvaltningsregler 

Norsk-arktisk torsk og hyse 

Side 1 



Lodde 

Blakveite 

Uer - Sebastes norvegicus (vanlig uer) og Sebastes mentella (snabeluer) 
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Sn0krabbe 
Norge og Russland ble i 2015 enige om at sn0krabben er a anse som en sedentc:er art underlagt 
norsk og russisk forvaltningskompetanse pa henholdsvis norsk og russisk sokkel. 

Norge og Russland ble i fjor enige om gjensidig adgang for hverandres fiskefart0y for fangst 
av sn0krabbe pa norsk og russisk kontinentalsokkel i Smutthullet. Antall fart0y skulle 
bestrebes til a vc:ere innenfor det antall fart0y som hadde tillatelse i 2015. Pa norsk side var det 
21 fart0y. 

Vi har i h0st kunnet Iese i russisk presse at Russland har levert note til FNs 
kontinentalsokkelkommisjon for a oppdatere grensene for russisk kontinentalsokkel i 
Barentshavet og at russisk kystvakt har kontrollert sn0krabbefiske pa russisk 
kontinentalsokkel i Smutthullet siden 4. september 2016. Dette medforte at alle tredjelands 
fart0y som har fisket ulovlig pa russisk kontinentalsokkel trakk seg ut. Men svc:ert 
bekymringsfullt var at dette har skapt star usikkerhet om hvorvidt russisk sokkel i Smutthullet 
ble stengt ogsa for norske fiskere. 

Dette har blitt tatt opp i m0te 23. september mellom ambassaden i Moskva og MID, uten at 
det da ble gitt noen forklaring eller bekreftelse pa hvorvidt norske fart0y kunne fortsette sitt 
fiske i henhold til det som ble avtalt i protokollen fra 45. sesjon. 

Pa formannsm0tet 3. oktober redegjorde russiske side for at de hadde etablert en TAC pa 
russisk kontinentalsokkel og at nar den na var oppfisket, og dermed var det ikke adgang for 
verken russiske eller norske fart0y. Pa norsk side orienterte vi om at FSB (russisk kystvakt), 
pa samme tid hadde svart norsk kystvakt positivt pa at det ikke etablert noen begrensninger 
for norske fart0y som fisker sn0krabbe pa russisk kontinentalsokkel i forhold til protokollen 
fra 45. sesjon - og at vi forholdt oss til denne informasjonen inntil videre. 
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Det er viktig a fa bekreftet at norske fiskere fortsatt har adgang til a fiske pa russisk sokkel i 
Smutthullet, og s0ke a fa dette formalisert ytterligere. 

Det er ogsa viktig a viderefore forskningssamarbeidet pa sn0krabbe og fa i gang et samarbeid 
om forvaltningstiltak, herunder tekniske reguleringstiltak. Dette er en oppgave som b0r legges 
til DPU (Det permanente utvalg for forvaltnings- og kontrollsp0rsmal). 

Ogsa Norges Fiskarlag og Fiskebat er begge opptatt av at vi far videref0rt den gjensidige 
adgangen i 2017. I tillegg 0nsker nceringen avklaring av regelverket i forhold til NEAFC bade 
med tanke pa VME (marine verneomrader) men ogsa redskapskonflikter, og her avventer vi 
innspill fra rettsavdelingen i UD. 

• Formalisere gjensidig adgang for hverandres fiskefart0y for f angst av sn0krabbe pa 
norsk og russisk kontinentalsokkel i Smutthullet 

• Forskningssamarbeid med 0kt forskningsinnsats 
• Gi DPU i oppdrag a se pa teknisk reguleringer, som eksempelvis minstemal, 

redskapsregulering, fredningsperiode, bifangst osv. 

0vrige bestander 
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Tekniske reguleringstiltak 

Innblanding av fisk under minstemal i rekefisket 
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Kontroll og handhevelse 

Side 6 DEPSAK2_0900_OFFICE2PDF _1793109 



• 
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