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Definition of relation noun from the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary

relation noun

OPAL W OPAL S

/rɪˈleɪʃn/
/rɪˈleɪʃn/

!​  relations [plural] the way in which two people, groups or countries behave

towards each other or deal with each other

• diplomatic/international/foreign relations

• US-Chinese relations

• teacher-student relations

• relations with somebody/something  Relations with neighbouring countries are under
strain at present.

• relations between A and B  We seek to improve relations between our two countries.

• (formal) to have sexual relations (= to have sex)

Collocations International relations

SEE ALSO  industrial relations, public relations, race relations

Extra Examples

TOPICS Politics B1

Oxford Collocations Dictionary

!​ [uncountable, countable] the way in which two or more things are connected

• relation between A and B  the relation between rainfall and crop yields

• relation to something  the relation of the farmer to the land

• The fee they are o!ering bears no relation to the amount of work involved.

• Little of what he said has any relation to fact.

• in relation to something  (formal) I have some comments to make in relation to (= about)
this matter.

• Its brain is small in relation to (= compared with) its body.

Extra Examples

Oxford Collocations Dictionary
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!​   [countable] a person who is in the same family as somebody else

SYNONYM  relative

• a close/near/distant relation of mine

• a relation by marriage

• a party for friends and relations

• He's called Brady too, but we're no relation (= not related).

•  relation to somebody  Is he any relation to you?

• What relation is Rita to you?

Wordfinder

SEE ALSO  blood relation, poor relation

Wordfinder

TOPICS Family and relationships B1

Oxford Collocations Dictionary

Word Origin

See relation in the Oxford Advanced American Dictionary

See relation in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English

Check pronunciation: relation

Master languages at a discount

Openitalki

3

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ChID-A2VDYKHKJMSGlgTR6KGABNCurqZhsbTI8coMu8SU1pEdEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAbDS15kDyAEJqQLfZU8CzPuzPuACAKgDAcgDmwSqBJICT9ACorT_j-KJbiFTgtUm2NhHw4ZPC2OKrbkH8J0o4m2tnWsuzbdzs9ZHTD-FpTeWZXajfLgiXZBD3CXfnfzx5IR9FrZlhJJozzXEi_Jj-k1_MHQlr2C2teYCA0tN450ROa1jeq6nkGMnBnaBD0tbuybh-eB9aKL5rnhECfelhFGIVR3TbUOISZY__LCUfVu7TPk3iusvhoRPnHWpd3yXoQZFSGUr5gqfF1uQo6ipzrfiJNGIieiHCIFH6Prnk7SAT8OjI8geRvUnDu2rQ_1R4uULuERe9ncb1NIFkuJArPLY4JoL3kteBIsFm8XY8s0wUcRhyRuqhF0GTycEpGrAmTT72g3XaL8_D0HI_SH8Old3A8AE87abpK0D4AQB-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAeYmMsmqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAMAIAdIICQiA4YBQEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNDMyNDk4MjgwMTIwOTk3MIAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo7iCmcQf6jwsQsGl8qfzd4my-sSQXyjNE9GfvU_LLCxAvFM7W61Onx4Qjdjjbv6s4JNzJhvxt3p3gj8o&sig=AOD64_3o1URPxq9GVQzThsrGdHAS7tnNZA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=19&adurl=https://www.zalando.fr/jordan-air-1-mid-baskets-montantes-blackchile-redwhite-joc12n001-a19.html?size=49.5&wmc=DIS330_rh_NEW._1528174239_115234757491_466769955076.&opc=2211&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4dfo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASABEgJyL_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ChID-A2VDYKHKJMSGlgTR6KGABNCurqZhsbTI8coMu8SU1pEdEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAbDS15kDyAEJqQLfZU8CzPuzPuACAKgDAcgDmwSqBJICT9ACorT_j-KJbiFTgtUm2NhHw4ZPC2OKrbkH8J0o4m2tnWsuzbdzs9ZHTD-FpTeWZXajfLgiXZBD3CXfnfzx5IR9FrZlhJJozzXEi_Jj-k1_MHQlr2C2teYCA0tN450ROa1jeq6nkGMnBnaBD0tbuybh-eB9aKL5rnhECfelhFGIVR3TbUOISZY__LCUfVu7TPk3iusvhoRPnHWpd3yXoQZFSGUr5gqfF1uQo6ipzrfiJNGIieiHCIFH6Prnk7SAT8OjI8geRvUnDu2rQ_1R4uULuERe9ncb1NIFkuJArPLY4JoL3kteBIsFm8XY8s0wUcRhyRuqhF0GTycEpGrAmTT72g3XaL8_D0HI_SH8Old3A8AE87abpK0D4AQB-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAeYmMsmqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAMAIAdIICQiA4YBQEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNDMyNDk4MjgwMTIwOTk3MIAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo7iCmcQf6jwsQsGl8qfzd4my-sSQXyjNE9GfvU_LLCxAvFM7W61Onx4Qjdjjbv6s4JNzJhvxt3p3gj8o&sig=AOD64_3o1URPxq9GVQzThsrGdHAS7tnNZA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=9&adurl=https://www.zalando.fr/jordan-air-1-mid-baskets-montantes-blackchile-redwhite-joc12n001-a19.html?size=49.5&wmc=DIS330_rh_NEW._1528174239_115234757491_466769955076.&opc=2211&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4dfo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASABEgJyL_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CDQGOA2VDYKHKJMSGlgTR6KGABNCurqZhsbTI8coMu8SU1pEdEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAbDS15kDyAEJqQLfZU8CzPuzPuACAKgDAcgDmwSqBJICT9ACorT_j-KJbiFTgtUm2NhHw4ZPC2OKrbkH8J0o4m2tnWsuzbdzs9ZHTD-FpTeWZXajfLgiXZBD3CXfnfzx5IR9FrZlhJJozzXEi_Jj-k1_MHQlr2C2teYCA0tN450ROa1jeq6nkGMnBnaBD0tbuybh-eB9aKL5rnhECfelhFGIVR3TbUOISZY__LCUfVu7TPk3iusvhoRPnHWpd3yXoQZFSGUr5gqfF1uQo6ipzrfiJNGIieiHCIFH6Prnk7SAT8OjI8geRvUnDu2rQ_1R4uULuERe9ncb1NIFkuJArPLY4JoL3kteBIsFm8XY8s0wUcRhyRuqhF0GTycEpGrAmTT72g3XaL8_D0HI_SH8Old3A8AE87abpK0D4AQB-gUGCCUQARgBoAYugAeYmMsmqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAMAIAtIICQiA4YBQEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNDMyNDk4MjgwMTIwOTk3MIAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo7iCmcQf6jwsQsGl8qfzd4my-sSQXyjNE9GfvU_LLCxAvFM7W61Onx4Qjdjjbv6s4JNzJhvxt3p3gj8o&sig=AOD64_38r_CLRkLVfh65tljSexljc1qIhA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=9&adurl=https://www.zalando.fr/nike-sportswear-air-force-1-07-unisex-baskets-basses-whitemulticolor-ni115o00y-a11.html?size=52.5&wmc=DIS330_rh_NEW._1528174239_115234757491_466769955076.&opc=2211&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4dfo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASACEgJk-vD_BwE
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/oxford3000-5000?dataset=english&list=ox3000&level=b1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CpC6zA2VDYJ_KJMSGlgTR6KGABIDd69Vhy5unorANgYu77tcOEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAcrjg9wDyAEJqQKepKvn-UmBPuACAKgDAcgDCqoEmAJP0AfE3CZY1SqHpcGe2YfYRzRldpe7PZ7ingVmtc1k4pvr_nBBOdMw_o7lIcAzby-34orUuMLtlRjMd7RT7H-Uzb_HzV1ZrwiaA6Hz41vPSH4Xbv_GevvRIbBcqZLmwyR32hIo0tMuxD4dhH0e1lQ_z4HDO0v-OqSwEAlvfgHzYMQM84Tn6nBlr3e-hbAOYCA_mDnWEZUb3V7x4JxcE2neKxJ3Oe7mFxWMTuskHQdaU1WAusranwX9I-xSbbvx_RijP79l9RBJ-H6GXeYR_MSYcFpQR9luA_UQfQ-UiVF463Z1lyy4-WS7SDPnmvJBvOK7UsP9VUHbY71HxOpc3HeMYwOjnxN6QkDcMZK2_Q-o6SRmrjhrL-7owATuoYaTrwPgBAGgBi6AB56c_COoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAkIgOGAUBABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQzMjQ5ODI4MDEyMDk5NzCxCQAEBcWvSZhBgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQBmBYB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo4VL8Mo4TXzYupwzB8heyXkAe1YmEkOO6s82XVc-Bm2EWtv3K8pMlg7ygsrzSMyqrlKXbTrqqz5b1FUk&sig=AOD64_10JOs4uSzih3kmMGb5m8rok7RYKA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=9&adurl=https://www.italki.com/campaign/reach-across-the-world/english?utm_source=google_ads&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=reach_bau&utm_content=display_ga_europe_desktop_smart_en&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI39fo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASAAEgLW2_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CpC6zA2VDYJ_KJMSGlgTR6KGABIDd69Vhy5unorANgYu77tcOEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAcrjg9wDyAEJqQKepKvn-UmBPuACAKgDAcgDCqoEmAJP0AfE3CZY1SqHpcGe2YfYRzRldpe7PZ7ingVmtc1k4pvr_nBBOdMw_o7lIcAzby-34orUuMLtlRjMd7RT7H-Uzb_HzV1ZrwiaA6Hz41vPSH4Xbv_GevvRIbBcqZLmwyR32hIo0tMuxD4dhH0e1lQ_z4HDO0v-OqSwEAlvfgHzYMQM84Tn6nBlr3e-hbAOYCA_mDnWEZUb3V7x4JxcE2neKxJ3Oe7mFxWMTuskHQdaU1WAusranwX9I-xSbbvx_RijP79l9RBJ-H6GXeYR_MSYcFpQR9luA_UQfQ-UiVF463Z1lyy4-WS7SDPnmvJBvOK7UsP9VUHbY71HxOpc3HeMYwOjnxN6QkDcMZK2_Q-o6SRmrjhrL-7owATuoYaTrwPgBAGgBi6AB56c_COoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAkIgOGAUBABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQzMjQ5ODI4MDEyMDk5NzCxCQAEBcWvSZhBgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQBmBYB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo4VL8Mo4TXzYupwzB8heyXkAe1YmEkOO6s82XVc-Bm2EWtv3K8pMlg7ygsrzSMyqrlKXbTrqqz5b1FUk&sig=AOD64_10JOs4uSzih3kmMGb5m8rok7RYKA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=0&adurl=https://www.italki.com/campaign/reach-across-the-world/english?utm_source=google_ads&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=reach_bau&utm_content=display_ga_europe_desktop_smart_en&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI39fo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASAAEgLW2_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CpC6zA2VDYJ_KJMSGlgTR6KGABIDd69Vhy5unorANgYu77tcOEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAcrjg9wDyAEJqQKepKvn-UmBPuACAKgDAcgDCqoEmAJP0AfE3CZY1SqHpcGe2YfYRzRldpe7PZ7ingVmtc1k4pvr_nBBOdMw_o7lIcAzby-34orUuMLtlRjMd7RT7H-Uzb_HzV1ZrwiaA6Hz41vPSH4Xbv_GevvRIbBcqZLmwyR32hIo0tMuxD4dhH0e1lQ_z4HDO0v-OqSwEAlvfgHzYMQM84Tn6nBlr3e-hbAOYCA_mDnWEZUb3V7x4JxcE2neKxJ3Oe7mFxWMTuskHQdaU1WAusranwX9I-xSbbvx_RijP79l9RBJ-H6GXeYR_MSYcFpQR9luA_UQfQ-UiVF463Z1lyy4-WS7SDPnmvJBvOK7UsP9VUHbY71HxOpc3HeMYwOjnxN6QkDcMZK2_Q-o6SRmrjhrL-7owATuoYaTrwPgBAGgBi6AB56c_COoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAkIgOGAUBABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQzMjQ5ODI4MDEyMDk5NzCxCQAEBcWvSZhBgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQBmBYB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo4VL8Mo4TXzYupwzB8heyXkAe1YmEkOO6s82XVc-Bm2EWtv3K8pMlg7ygsrzSMyqrlKXbTrqqz5b1FUk&sig=AOD64_10JOs4uSzih3kmMGb5m8rok7RYKA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=8&adurl=https://www.italki.com/campaign/reach-across-the-world/english?utm_source=google_ads&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=reach_bau&utm_content=display_ga_europe_desktop_smart_en&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI39fo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASAAEgLW2_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CpC6zA2VDYJ_KJMSGlgTR6KGABIDd69Vhy5unorANgYu77tcOEAEg6_PPHGD7-fyCiAqgAcrjg9wDyAEJqQKepKvn-UmBPuACAKgDAcgDCqoEmAJP0AfE3CZY1SqHpcGe2YfYRzRldpe7PZ7ingVmtc1k4pvr_nBBOdMw_o7lIcAzby-34orUuMLtlRjMd7RT7H-Uzb_HzV1ZrwiaA6Hz41vPSH4Xbv_GevvRIbBcqZLmwyR32hIo0tMuxD4dhH0e1lQ_z4HDO0v-OqSwEAlvfgHzYMQM84Tn6nBlr3e-hbAOYCA_mDnWEZUb3V7x4JxcE2neKxJ3Oe7mFxWMTuskHQdaU1WAusranwX9I-xSbbvx_RijP79l9RBJ-H6GXeYR_MSYcFpQR9luA_UQfQ-UiVF463Z1lyy4-WS7SDPnmvJBvOK7UsP9VUHbY71HxOpc3HeMYwOjnxN6QkDcMZK2_Q-o6SRmrjhrL-7owATuoYaTrwPgBAGgBi6AB56c_COoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAkIgOGAUBABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQzMjQ5ODI4MDEyMDk5NzCxCQAEBcWvSZhBgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQBmBYB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo4VL8Mo4TXzYupwzB8heyXkAe1YmEkOO6s82XVc-Bm2EWtv3K8pMlg7ygsrzSMyqrlKXbTrqqz5b1FUk&sig=AOD64_10JOs4uSzih3kmMGb5m8rok7RYKA&client=ca-pub-0177898417266954&nb=8&adurl=https://www.italki.com/campaign/reach-across-the-world/english?utm_source=google_ads&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=reach_bau&utm_content=display_ga_europe_desktop_smart_en&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI39fo4MWb7wIVRIOFCh1RdAhAEAEYASAAEgLW2_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=__tJOFqdNy96bgbGELeSjKSHktMivpVihvfzperbwJR1evYXlUKOXO51TEpVxBrvgzLWinsYtSEJWzmnCBwtALc_W4Ff1wVErMsPk3hcZ8AqTruPe39hdB90hhILIVwwmQgMCoMR1FGABEmeQdu0Pquef6BmUQyL_YRSwv0xtOMaptGxwHLkBwVC869KujZIXkeG-bHqVPIegNDEPSqkQPCw2Kf3hTe7PPTxMiPRUafF-cvyio9JGKFy_Eod7KSaKtRNIDGaNmKDx5w-ms9nZUxdwItuNjdlo8poojXMeyY,dRpxtxHFKCE1-HOTrNPhTQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=__tJOFqdNy96bgbGELeSjKSHktMivpVihvfzperbwJR1evYXlUKOXO51TEpVxBrvgzLWinsYtSEJWzmnCBwtALc_W4Ff1wVErMsPk3hcZ8AqTruPe39hdB90hhILIVwwmQgMCoMR1FGABEmeQdu0Pquef6BmUQyL_YRSwv0xtOMaptGxwHLkBwVC869KujZIXkeG-bHqVPIegNDEPSqkQPCw2Kf3hTe7PPTxMiPRUafF-cvyio9JGKFy_Eod7KSaKtRNIDGaNmKDx5w-ms9nZUxdwItuNjdlo8poojXMeyY,dRpxtxHFKCE1-HOTrNPhTQ&source=display
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/relative_2
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/blood-relation
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/poor-relation
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/topic/family-and-relationships?level=b1
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/american_english/relation
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/relation
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/pronunciation/english/relation
https://twitter.com/OUPELTGlobal
https://oxelt.gl/30yjpf1
http://bit.ly/2TZifJB
https://oxelt.gl/37EtQlh


06/03/2021 12:20relation noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage note…d Advanced Learner's Dictionary at OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com

Page 3 sur 3https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/relation

© 2021 Oxford University Press

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries

Browse Dictionaries & Grammar

Search Box

System Requirements

Contact Us

More from us

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries API

English Language Teaching

Oxford Teacher's Club

Oxford Learner's Bookshelf

Oxford Languages

Who we are

About Us

Our history

Annual report

The way we work

Working for OUP

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of
Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in

research, scholarship, and education by publishing
worldwide

Privacy Policy  Cookie Policy  Consent Management  Terms & Conditions  Accessibility  Legal Notice  English (UK)

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/browse/
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/search_widget_info
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/system-requirements
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/contact-us
https://languages.oup.com/dictionaries/english-language-learners/oxford-learners-dictionaries-api/
https://elt.oup.com/
https://elt.oup.com/teachersclub
https://www.oxfordlearnersbookshelf.com/home/homePage.html
https://languages.oup.com/
https://global.oup.com/about/
https://global.oup.com/about/oup_history/
https://global.oup.com/about/annualreport/
https://global.oup.com/about/way_we_work/
https://global.oup.com/jobs/
https://global.oup.com/privacy
https://global.oup.com/cookiepolicy
javascript:window.__tcfapi('displayConsentUi',%202,%20function()%7B%20%7D);
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/terms-and-conditions
https://elt.oup.com/accessibility
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/legal-notice

