New "crab war'" between Norway and the EU

The EU will grant new snow crab licenses at Svalbard, but Norway does not
accept it.

The EU believes European vessels have the right to catch as much snow crab at
Svalbard as Norwegian vessels.
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The EU once again plans to issue 20 licenses to operate snow crab fishing at
Svalbard, in violation of a decision of the Norwegian Supreme Court.

The EU believes that Norway violates the Svalbard Treaty because Norwegian and
foreign vessels are treated differently.

Norway, for its part, believes that we have the exclusive right to catch snow crab in the
fishery protection zone around the archipelago. This view came to light when the
Supreme Court rejected an appeal from a Latvian shipping company last winter.

Minister of Fisheries Harald Tom Nesvik (FRP) is not surprised that the EU has issued
licenses to Svalbard and emphasizes that no one is allowed to fish snow crab on the
Norwegian continental shelf without a Norwegian permit.

- It goes like usual. They print these licenses and then give them to countries that
have requested it. But it does not matter whether the EU issues licenses or not. If
you want to be able to catch snow crab, the quota from Norway applies, says
Nesvik.
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The Minister of Fisheries is not afraid of any physical conflicts in the Svalbard zone
when the season starts.

- It will be very stupid because then they will be arrested for breaking the law. The EU
is very aware that Norway must sign the quota for that area. These are the licenses
without any legal ground says Nesvik.
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Fisheries Minister Harald Tom Nesvik is not surprised that the EU has issued licenses
to Svalbard.
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Facts about snow crab

> The snow crab is a crab species that is widespread in both the North Pacific and the
Northwest Atlantic. It thrives best in water temperatures below 3 degrees.

> The snow crab was first observed in the Barents Sea by Russian scientists in 1996.
Since then, a large stock has established itself in the Russian zone.

> The snow crab has also begun to establish itself on the Norwegian side, and is
expected to spread north and west in the Svalbard zone.

> Norway has defined the snow crab as a sedentary species, that is, a species that
depends on the seabed to move. It is therefore regulated by the rules of the
continental shelf.

> Sources: Institute of Marine Research, Ministry of Industry and Fisheries

Nevertheless, the EU is along the same lines with previous years when the Union
unilaterally issued 20 licenses to the EU vessels for snow crab catching in 2020, the
Storting reports.
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Immigrant Crab from the east has created an ice front between the EU and Norway.

The European Commission will grant eleven licenses to Latvia, four to Lithuania, three
to Poland and one each to Estonia and Spain.




> Background: Seven things to know about the snow crab

Earlier Polish EU parliamentarian Jarostaw Walgsa has told NRK that the EU
fishermen are being treated as criminals in Norway. Norwegian law professor Geir
Ulfstein has also told NRK that the Norwegian authorities stand alone in their view.

The Commission’s proposal will be considered by the EU fisheries’ ministers at a
meeting in Brussels on 16 and 17 December.

This is the Svalbard Treaty

The Svalbard Treaty is an international agreement that guarantees Norway sovereignty
over Svalbard, but with certain restrictions as regards military facilities and the right to
conduct business.

The Treaty was signed on 9 February 1920 and entered into force on 14 August 1925

The Treaty establishes Norway's "full and unrestricted right of excellence" over
Svalbard, including Bjernegya, and Norwegian laws and regulations apply to the area.

At the same time, there is a full opportunity for citizens of all the signatory countries to
settle and conduct business, hunting and fishing in the area. Svalbard is also defined as
demilitarized area

Source: Large Norwegian lexicon
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Ny «krabbekrig» mellom Norge og EU

EU vil gi nye snokrabbelisenser ved Svalbard, men det godtar ikke Norge.

Rune N. Andreassen Journalist

Kilde: NRK/NTB
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EU legger nok en gang opp til a utstede 20 lisenser til a drive snokrabbefiske ved
Svalbard, i strid med en avgjorelse i norsk Hoyesterett.

EU mener Norge bryter Svalbardtraktaten fordi norske og utenlandske fartgy blir
behandlet forskjellig.

Norge mener pa sin side at vi har enerett pa fangst av snokrabbe i fiskerivernsonen
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rundt gygruppen. Dette synet vant fram da Hoyesterett forkastet en anke fra et latvisk

rederi sist vinter.

Fiskeriministeren Harald Tom Nesvik (Frp) er ikke overrasket over at EU har skrevet ut
lisenser til Svalbard og understreker at ingen far lov til a fiske snpkrabbe pa norsk sokkel
uten norsk tillatelse.

— Dette gar i sitt vante spor. De skriver ut disse lisensene og da til land som ogsa
har bedt om det. Men det spiller ingen rolle om at EU utsteder lisenser eller ikke.
Skal man kunne fange snokrabbe er det kvoten fra Norge som gjelder, sier
Nesvik.

Fiskeriminister er ikke redd for noen fysiske konflikter i Svalbard-sonen nar sesongen
starter.

— Det vil vaere veldig dumt for da vil de bli arrestert for a bryte lovverket. EU er veldig klar
over at det er Norge som ma skrive ut kvoten for det omradet. Det er lisenser uten

betydning, sier Nesvik.




Fakta om snokrabbe

Snpkrabben er en krabbeart som er utbredt bade i det nordlige Stillehavet og det nordvestlige
Atlanterhavet. Den trives best i vanntemperaturer pa under tre grader.

Snpkrabben ble forste gang observert i Barentshavet av russiske forskere i 1996. Siden den tid er
det etablert en stor bestand i russisk sone.

Snokrabben har ogsa begynt a etablere seg pa norsk side, og det ventes at den vil spre seg
nordover og vestover i Svalbardsonen.

Norge har definert snpkrabben som en sedentaer art, det vil si en art som er avhengig av
havbunnen for a bevege seqg. Den reguleres derfor av reglene for kontinentalsokkelen.

Kilder: Havforskningsinstituttet, Naerings- og fiskeridepartementet

Likevel legger EU seg pa samme linje som tidligere ar nar unionen ensidig utsteder 20
lisenser til EU-fartgyer for fangst av sngkrabbe i 2020, opplyser Stortinget.

Hils pa snokrabben

EU-kommisjonen vil gi elleve lisenser til Latvia, fire til Litauen, tre til Polen og én hver til



Estland og Spania.

> Bakgrunn: Sju ting a vite om sngkrabben

Tidligere har den polske EU-parlamentariker Jarostaw Watesa sagt til NRK at EU-fiskere
blir behandlet som kriminelle i Norge. Ogsa den norske jusprofessoren Geir Ulfstein har
sagt til NRK at norske myndigheter star alene i sitt syn.

Forslaget fra kommisjonen skal behandles av EUs fiskeriministre pa et mote i Brussel 16.
0og 1/. desember.

Dette er Svalbardtraktaten

Svalbardtraktaten er en internasjonal avtale som sikrer Norge suvereniteten over Svalbard, men
med visse begrensninger nar det gjelder militseranlegg og retten til a drive nzeringsvirksomhet.

Traktaten ble inngatt 9. feb. 1920 og tradte i kraft 14. aug. 1925

Traktaten slar fast Norges «fulle og uinnskrenkede hoihetsrett» over Svalbard, inklusive Bjornoya,
og norske lover og regler gjelder for omradet.

Samtidig er det full anledning for borgere av alle signatarlandene til 4 bosette seg og a drive
naeringsvirksomhet, jakt og fiske i omradet. Svalbard er i tillegg definert som demilitarisert omrade

Kilde: Store norske leksikon
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