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Ieverojot, ka 2015.gada 4.novembri Latvija no Eiropas Komisijas (turpmak teksta-EK) ir 
sai;i.emusi Norvegijas Parstavniecibas Eiropas Savieniba 2015.gada 30.oktobra Notu (Note 
Verbale) No.96/15 (turpmak teksta - Nota), ka an identiska satura 2015.gada 2.novembra Notu 
(No. 58/15), ko Norvegijas Karalistes vestnieciba Riga ir iesniegusi an Latvijai, velos verst Jusu 
uzmanibu uz sekojoso. 

Velos atzimet pretimnakoso Jusu biroja un direktorata vadibas attieksmi uzklausit musu 
viedokli sanaksmes, kas notikusas pedejo menesu laika kops jautajums lquva aktuals_. 

Velos atzimet sadus butiskus saja Nota paustos aspektus: 

• Nota ir veikta atsauce uz Ziemelaustrumu Atlantijas zvejniecibas konvencijas (turpmak 
teksta - NEAFC konvencija) 2006.gada grozijumiem, kas stajas speka 2013.gada, ar 
kuriem NEAFC konvencija tiek ieklautas nometnieku sugas. 

• Tapat Nota ir veikta atsauce uz Starptautisko Juras tiesibu Konvencijas (turpmak teksta
UNCLOS) 77.pantu, kas nosaka piekrastes valstu tiesibas uz kontinentalo selfu . 

. • Papildus Norvegija Nota informe, ka starp Norvegijas Karalisti un Krievijas Federaciju, 
2010 .gada 15 .septerribri ir noslegts juras robezas ligums. 



• Notas nosleguma Norvegija informe, ka nometnieku sugu ieguve uz kontinentala selfa var 
tikt realizeta tikai saskai;ia ar UNCLOS 77.panta 2.punkta noteikto kartibu, tas ir, sal}emot 
neparprotamu piekrastes valsts saskaQojumu. 

~emot vera ieprieks mineto, Latvija veletos noradit EK un lfigt to, atbilstosi savai 
kompeteneei, talak informet Norvegijas pusi par to, ka EK, ka NEAFC konveneijas parakstitaja, 
ka ari Latvija vienmer ir bijusi informeta par UNCLOS 77.pantu esamibu un nav apsaubijusi selfa 
piekrastes valstu tiesibas. Tapat, saskal}a ar mUsu rieiba esoso informaeiju, ne EK, ne Norvegija 
nekad nav apsaubijusas piekrastes valstu tiesibas deleget talak sev piederosas konkretu krajumu 
parvaldibas un regulesanas tiesibas attieeiga regiona starptautiskam zvejnieeibas parvaldibas 
organizaeijam, kuras tas pasas piedalas ka dalibvalstis, t.sk. NEAFC. Lidz s.g. jUlijam ne 
Norvegija, ne EK, ne kada eita no pusem, nebija apsaubfjusi to, ka Norvegija un Krievija, atbalstot 
NEAFC konveneijas grozijumus 2006.gada, kas stajas speka 2013.gada (ilgi pee UNCLOS speka 
stasanas 1994.gada), sis tiesibas (uz nometnieku sugu parvaldibu NEAFC UdeQos) ir delegejusi 
NEAFC. Ari ar so Norvegijas Notu tas nav atsaukts, jo Nota tikai velreiz atgadina selfa valsts 
tiesibas. 

Ieverojot ieprieks mineto, lfidzam EK saziQa ar selfu saistitajam piekrastes valstim ieQemt 
poziciju, ka visi neskaidrie jautajumi vai stridi par sniega krabju zveju ir risinami NEAFC ietvaros 
un, ja kada no NEAFC konveneijas parakstitajam velas rosinat kadas izmaiQas esosaja kartiba 
(piemeram, ieviest jaunu regulejumu lidz sim izmantosana nereguletajam sugam), jautajums 
javirza NEAFC noteikto proeedUru ietvaros. 

~emot vera ieprieks mineto, unto, ka saskal}a ar NEAFC konveneiju nometnieku sugas, ir 
nereguletas sugas, Latvijas zvejas kugi veie sniega krabju zveju (nometnieku sugu) NEAFC 
konveneijas parvaldibas apgabala kops 2013.gada. Tade! lfidzu rast iespejujautajumu par sniega 
krabju ieguvi risinat ta, lai, ES (turpmak teksta - Eiropas Savieniba) kugi varetu turpinat zvejot so 
sugu, nepieeiesamibas gadfjuma delikata veida rosinot diskusiju par so jautajumu starp NEAFC 
konveneijas Pusem un nepieeiesamibas gadijuma izskatisanu NEAFC Gadskarteja sanaksme. 

Papildus velos verst atkartotu EK uzmanTbu uz to, ka Latvija, uzsaka sniega krabju zveju 
pee EK saskaQojuma un lidz pat sim bridim, neskatoties uz regularam NEAFC inspektoru 
parbaudem, kuras realize piekrastes valstu inspektori (Norvegijas un Krievijas), nav sal}emts 
neviens aizradijums par zvejas legitimitati vai nepareizu krajumu ieguvi. Vel jo vairak, "krabju 
zvejas jautajums, kops 2013.gada vairakas reizes tieis skatits dazados ES sanaksmju formatos -
zivsaimnieeibas politikas darba grupa, Pastavigo parstavju komitejas (COREPER), Ministru 
Padome un arkartas sanaksme NEAFC. 

Neviena no manis minetajam sanaksmem netika apsaubita sniega krabju ieguves 
legitimitate vai veikta norade uz iespejamam neskaidribam. ' 

Izvertejot mums pieejamo Notu, man rodas jautajums, saskal}a ar kadu konveneiju 
(NEAFC vai UN CLOS), ir jasal}em piekrastes valsts piekrisana krabju zvejai NEAFC konveneijas 
parvaldibas apgabala, ka arikada proeedUra bUtujaievero? 

Kajau mineju ieprieks, }oti novertetu,ja skaidriba sajajautajuma, rodot risinajumu turpinat 
zveju, tiktu rasta izmantojot visas iespejas, ko sniedz NEAFC ·Gadskarteja sanaksme, kas notiks 
Ia:ika posma no si gada 9.-13.novembrim, Londona. 

Dargais Komisara kungs, 

·Sis nav tikai jautajums par zveju un sekosanu NEAFC konveneijas vai UNCLOS 
tiesiskajam regulejumam, sis ir jautajums par kompetenees, pa}avibas un uztieesanas prineipu, kas 
ir saistits ar nopietnam investieijam un ilgtermil}a planiem. Veids, kada mes so risinam var atstat 
nopietnas sekas preeedenta veida uz ES rieibu lidzigas situaeijas nakotne, kuras bUtu, .eita starpa, 
ievertejamas piekrastes valstu intereses. Tapee pirms talako so}u veiksanas, uzskatam, ka ir 
nepieeiesama izsverta un koordineta ES viedok}a pausana un rieiba. 
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Es ceru tuvakaja laika rast iespeju sos jautajumus nepieciesam1bas gadijurna parrunat 
klatiene. 

Jau ieprieks pateicos par sI jautajuma aktualizesanu un ES valstu interesu aizstavesanu un 
Jusu personigu iesaisti sI jautajuma risinasana. 

PieQ.emiet manus visdziJakas cieQ.as apliecinajumus. 

Patiesa cieQ.a, 

Janis Duklavs 

Ministrs 
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Mr. Carmenu Vella 
European Commissioner 
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
Rue de la Loi/ Wetstraat 200 
I 049 Brussels, Belgium 

Subject: Fishing of unregulated species in Barents Sea 

Courtesy translation 

Referring to the Note Verbale No.96/15 (hereinafter- Note) of The Mission of Norway to 
the European Union of 30th October, 2015 received by Latvia from the European Commission 
(hereinafter-EC), and the Note No.58/15 of 2nd November of identical content received by Latvia 
from Embassy of Kingdom of Norway in Riga, I would like to draw your attention to the following 
aspects. 

I would like to note the cooperative attitude of your Office and that of highest officials of 
your Directorate for considering our point of view in meetings that have taken place during final 
months since this issue became topical. 

I would like to draw attention to crucial aspects mentioned in the Note: 

• There is a reference to Amendments of 2006 of North East Atlantic Fisheries Convention 
(hereinafter - NEAFC Convention) in the Note that went into force in 2013, with which 
sedentary species have been included in NEAFC Convention. 

• There is a reference in the Note regarding Article 77 of the United Nations Convention of 
the Law of Sea (hereinafter- UN CLOS) that ensures rights of Coastal States' to continental 
shelf. 

• Additionally, Norway in its Note informs that Treaty between the Kingdom of Norway and 
Russian Federation concerning Maritime Delimitation and Cooperation in the Barents Sea 
and the Arctic Ocean was signed on September 15th, 2010. 

• Concluding the Note, Norway informs that harvesting of sedentary species on continental 
shelf can be performed only in accordance with procedure of Article 77(2) of UNCLOS, 
i.e., when express consent by Coastal State has been received. 

Considering the afore mentioned, Latvia would like to indicate and inquire the EC, within 
its competence, to inform Norway of the fact that both the EC as signatory of the NEAFC 
Convention and Latvia, have always been informed of Article 77 of UNCLOS and have not 
contradicted the rights of continental shelf Coastal States. In addition, according to the information 
available, the EC and Norway have not questioned rights of Coastal States to delegate their rights 
to manage certain stocks to those International Fisheries organisations where they are Contracting 
Parties, including the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (hereinafter - NEAFC). Neither 
Norway, nor any other concerned Party until July 2015 had questioned the fact that Norway and 
Russian Federation have delegated these rights (on management of sedentary species in NEAFC 
waters) to NEAFC by supporting amendments of2006 ofNEAFC Convention that came into force 
in 2013 (long after UN CLOS entered into force in I 994). Also the Note does not invalidate this as 
it only emphasizes the rights of the shelf countries. 

Taking into consideration the aforementioned, we would like to ask the EC when 
communicating with relevant Coastal States to take the following position: all ambiguous issues 
or disputes concerning fisheries of snow crab have to be dealt within NEAFC and if any of 
signatory countries of the NEAFC Convention would like to suggest changes in the current 
procedure (e.g. introduce new regulations regarding unregulated species), the issue should be dealt 
with within procedures established by NEAFC. 

Considering the aforementioned and that according to the NEAFC Convention sedentary 
species are unregulated species, Latvian fishing vessels have carried out fishing activities of snow 



crab (sedentary species) within the NEAFC Convention Regulatory Area since 2013. Therefore I 
urge you to try to solve this issue on snow crab fishing in a manner that would allow EU vessels 
to continue fishing for this species, if necessary also by initiating a discussion between NEAFC 
Contracting Parties and examining it in the NEAFC Annual Session. 

Additionally, I would like to turn your attention to the fact that Latvia commenced fishing 
for snow crab after EC approval and up to now we have not received any infringements related to 
legality of fisheries or unsanctioned harvesting of resources, even though regular controls were 
carried out also by NEAFC inspectors ofrelevant Coastal States (Norway and Russia). Moreover, 
since 2013, the issue of snow crab fisheries has been discussed several times in various EU 
meetings - Working Party of Internal and External Fisheries Policy, Committee of Permanent 
Representatives CO REPER I, Council of Ministers and in NEAFC Extraordinary meeting. 

Not once in these meetings legality of snow crab fishing was doubted or ambiguities 
pointed out. 

Having familiarized myself with the Note, I would like to clarify with you - according to 
which Convention (NEAFC or UNCLOS) consent from the Coastal States should be received for 
fishing of snow crab in the NEAFC Convention area as well as what the procedure should be 
considered in this case? 

As I mentioned before, I would very much appreciate if clarification on this issue would 
be found in the NEAFC Annual Session that will take place from 9th - 13th November in London, 
to ensure a solution that would enable continuation of fishing activities. 

Dear Commissioner, 

This is not only an issue related to fisheries and its' relation to the NEAFC Convention or 
UN CLOS legal framework. This is also a question of competence, legal certainty and trust, related 
to sizeable investments and long-term plans. The manner in which we are dealing with this 
situation can cause significant consequences in a form of a precedent of EU activities in similar 
situations in the future where international interests of Coastal States are considered. Therefore, 
before making any further steps, we consider that it is necessary to ensure a balanced and 
coordinated EU position and action. 

If necessary, I hope there would be an opportunity to discuss this issue with you personally. 

I would like to thank you in advance for taking care of this issue, for protecting interests of 
the EU Member States and your personal involvement in solving this problem. 

Please accept the assurance of my highest consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

Janis Duklavs 

Minister 


