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VARELALEAKS 
The lost telephone of the former president of 

Panama, Juan Carlos Varela 
 
Former President Juan Carlos Varela reacts to chat leaks 
 
Catherine E. Perea • 7 Nov 2019 – 01:31 PM 
 
The former president of Panama, Juan Carlos Varela, said that he has not lost or misplaced any cell 
phone. 
 
The former Head of State reacted after the publication of chats allegedly extracted from a lost cell 
phone and published on an anonymous web site, Varelaleaks.com. 
 
In a press release, Varela affirmed that the leak of these chats provides proof of the purchase, illegal use 
and subsequent loss of the Pegasus wiretapping equipment acquired during the administration of 
former president Ricardo Martinelli, who faced trial for alleged interception of communications without 
legal authorization. 
 
Varela also stated that the chats extracted from his cell phone were distorted, altered and manipulated. 
 
“His (Ricardo Martinelli’s) possible relationship and those of his associates with the suppliers of this 
equipment have allowed him to continue to illegally intercept private conversations after his 
administration and it is obvious that this practice could still be occurring,” he stated. 
 
He also affirmed that he will evaluate the situation and may take legal action. 
 
The published information contains alleged WhatsApp conversations between 2017-2018 between 
former president Varela and federal attorney general Kenia Porcell, the Comptroller General of the 
Republic, Federico Humbert, his brother, former congressman Jose Luis Varela, Jaime Laso, who is 
connected with the Odebrecht case, businessmen, media executives and consultants. 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
I would like to make the following statement regarding the appearance of an anonymous web site that 
alleges to contain conversations between myself as the President of the Republic with family members, 
officials and private parties, while I was in office: 
 
1. I have not lost or misplaced any cell phone. This proves what Panama already knows about the 

purchase, illegal use and subsequent loss of Pegasus wiretapping equipment acquired during the 
administration of former president Ricardo Martinelli. 
 

2. His possible relationship and those of his associates with the suppliers of this equipment have 
allowed him to continue to illegally intercept private conversations after the end of his 
administration, and it is obvious that this practice may continue to occur even now.  In other words, 
if it was possible to tap the telephone of a President while he was in office, it is obvious that any 
Panamanian, whether he is the President, a congressman, judge, journalist, businessman or private 
party, is now vulnerable and at the mercy of a criminal organization. 

 
3. What was extracted from the cell phone has been distorted, altered and manipulated with the clear 

intention of causing harm.  Despite all of this manipulation, it is clear that as the President I never 
crossed nor will I cross the line into illegal acts.  Fighting corruption and corrupt individuals is a 
difficult task that requires a great deal of aplomb.  

 
4. Not only has the privacy of Panamanians been violated, as well as my own privacy and that of many 

others, but private conversations have been taken out of context with harmful intent. 
 

5. Persons associated with former president Martinelli announced the existence of the web site with 
altered texts and disseminated the information on social media and instant messenger as a novelty. 

 
6. I am evaluating the situation for the purpose of taking legal action in view of the obvious 

commission of the crime of violation of privacy. 
 

[signature] 
Juan Carlos Varela R. 

 
 
Press release from former president Juan Carlos Varela regarding the communications leaks. 
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PUBLICIDAD 

Varela responde a filtracion de conversaciones y senala que fue pinchado 
con "Pegasus" de Martinelli 

f 

= @@ telemetro.com NACIONALES 

(9 

El telefono perd1 ,o , el expresidente 

de P,anama, Ju, n 11 arlo,s Var,eia. 

• Q 

[4]



Expresidente Juan Carlos Varela reacciona a �ltración de conversaciones

Catherine E. Perea • 7 Nov 2019 - 01:31 PM

El exmandatario panameño, Juan Carlos Varela dijo que no ha perdido ni extraviado ningún teléfono celular.

La reacción del exjefe de Estado surge tras la publicación de conversaciones extraídas supuestamente de un celular perdido

y publicadas en el sitio web Varelaleaks.com, una página anónima.

PUBLICIDAD

Mediante un comunicado, Varela aseguró que la �ltración de estas conversaciones comprueba la compra, uso ilegal y

posterior pérdida del equipo de interceptación telefónica Pegasus, adquirido durante la administración del expresidente

Ricardo Martinelli, quien enfrentó un juicio oral por supuesta interceptación de comunicaciones sin autorización judicial.

NOTA RELACIONADA

Varela también señaló que los textos extraídos del celular fueron distorsionados, alterados y manipulados.

"Su posible relación (Ricardo Martinelli) y la de sus allegados con los proveedores de este equipo le habría permitido

continuar interviniendo ilegalmente conversaciones privadas más allá de su mandato y es evidente que esta práctica podría

continuar en estos momentos", manifestó.

Adelantó que evalúa la situación para interponer acciones legales.

Entre la información publicada aparecen supuestas conversaciones vía Whatsapp entre los años 2017 - 2018 que el

expresidente Varela sostuvo con la procuradora general de la Nación, Kenia Porcell, el contralor de la República, Federico

Humbert, su hermano el exdiputado José Luis Varela, Jaime Laso ligado al caso Odebrecht, empresarios, directores de

medios y asesores.

Página de internet publica supuestas conversaciones de exmandatario Varela
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Comunicado del expresidente Juan Carlos Varela sobre �ltración de comunicaciones

las últimas  Panamá  Ricardo Martinelli  Juan Carlos Varela  VarelaLeaks
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