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Tapia: Varela Accepted Donations from Companies Related to
‘Blue Apple’

|7} By Alex Pacheco OnJanuary 19,2018

Juan Carlos Tapia, commentator and political analyst, uncovered another ‘mess’, in
which Panamanian President Juan Carlos Varela might be involved, particularly, in the
“Blue Apple” case.

During an interview from Boquete in Chiriqui province on March 20, 2017 with journalist
Atendgenes Rodriguez, Tapia stated that Varelarevealed and accepted donations for
public works from companies linked to “Blue Apple” case.

These were Varela’s exact words in said interview:
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“You know how many schools we have repaired with ‘My school first’, that contractors
had to donate. You know how many schools Odebrecht, FCC had to donate at the
beginning of my administration... we have invested more than $40 million in ‘My
school first’ that cost nothing to the State... We knowthat in the past, things were not
done right... | had a choice to go against 20 government contractors because they had
to pay bribes to the last government and do no public works, | did not do it.

I made the Public Ministry do its job and my Government is transparent. And as a matter
to resolve the country’s moral situation, | requested that something as ‘My school first’
was done, | said this and | received more than $40 million for investment in public works
that benefited the people.”

After these statements, the boxing commentator asked himself: Since when the
President is authorized to receive donations on behalf of the country from companies
that are nowbeing investigated for corrupt practices?

Tapia’s Reaction

“There are his words. Forty million dollars that match the amount stated by the Attorney
General, and |wonder if that money donated by those companies results from bribes or
corruption, let the Attorney General investigate it,” explained Tapia who said that there
were many dark issues.

The Attorney General’s Conference

According to Tapia, the conference given by the Attorney General to reveal the “Blue
Apple” case was a “show” since everything she said had already been published in
written media.

“They publish it first and by the time of the conference, everything has already been
published, especially in La Prensa. For me, it was a political ‘show’ to neutralize the
call that a Panamanian group wants to organize in the Public Ministry,” the Panamanian
commentator and political analyst stated.

Regarding the situation when the Attorney General mentioned four banks during her
speech, Tapia noted that to continue with selective justice, violating the presumption of
innocence, the Public Ministry representative mentioned 4 banks.

“When you are mentioned in an investigation, it is an investigation, it is not a sentence.
The people tend to blame those banks just for being mentioned,” expressed Tapia who
declared that this is an attack to the Panamanian banking centre.
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Tapia: Varela acept6 donaciones de empresas vinculadas a ‘Blue
Apple’

1i,| By Alex Pacheco On Ene 19, 2018

El comentarista y analista politico, Juan Carlos Tapia, destapé otro ‘tamal’, donde supuestamente
estaria vinculado el mandatario panamefo Juan Carlos Varela especificamente en el caso «Blue
Apple».

Tapia dijo que durante una entrevista desde Boquete en la provincia de Chiriqui, el 20 de marzo de
2017, con el periodista Aten6genes Rodriguez, Varela confesé y aceptd donaciones de las empresa
vinculadas en el caso «Blue Apple» para hacer obras del Estado.

Aqui las palabras textuales de esa entrevista de Varela:
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«Tu sabes cuantas escuelas hemos reparado con ‘Mi escuela primero’ que los contratistas tuvieron
que donar. Tu sabes cuantas escuelas al principio de mi gobierno le tocé donar a Odebrecht, a FCC...
hemos invertido mas de $40 millones en ‘Mi escuela primero’ que no le costaron al Estado...Uno no
sabe que las cosas no se hicieron bien en el pasado...tenia una alternativa de irme contra 20
contratistas de Gobierno porque tuvieron que pagar sobornos al Gobierno pasados y no hacer
ninguna obra, no lo hice.

Que hice que el Ministerio Publico haga su trabajo y mi Gobierno es transparente. Y como un tema
de resolver moralmente al pais, pedi que se hiciera algo como ‘Mi escuela primero’, lo dije y recibi
mads de $40 millones en inversion en obras que beneficiaron al pueblo».

Luego de estas declaraciones, el comentarista de boxeo se preguntd: ;Desde cuando el presidente
en nombre del pais esta autorizado para recibir donaciones de empresas que ahora estan
investigadas por actos de corrupcion?

Reaccién de Tapia

«Alli estan sus palabras. Cuarenta millones de ddélares que coinciden con la cifra que dijo la
procuradora y me pregunto ese dinero que donaron esas empresas producto de coimas o de
corrupcién, que la procuradora lo investigue», explicé Tapia quien dijo que hay muchas cosas
oscuras.

Conferencia de la procuradora

Segun Tapia la conferencia que efectud la procuradora para dar a conocer el caso «Blue Apple» fue
un «show» porque todo lo que dijo la procuradora ya habia sido publicado en medios de
comunicacion escrito.

«Ellos lo sacan primero y cuando viene la conferencia de prensa, ya todo ha sido publicado
especialmente en La Prensa. Para mi fue un ‘show’ politico para neutralizar la convocatoria que un
grupo de panamefos quiere hacer en el Ministerio Publico», expres6 el comentarista y analista
politico panamenio.

Acerca de la situacién cuando la procuradora menciond a cuatro bancos durante su discurso, Tapia
indic6 que para seguir con la justicia selectiva, violando con la presuncién de inocencia, la
representante del Ministerio Publico mencion6 4 entidades bancarias.

«Cuando a usted lo comienza a mencionar en una investigacion, es una investigacién, no es una
condena. El pueblo solo por estar mencionados esos bancos los tiende a culpar», expresé Tapia
qguien manifesté que esto es un atentado ante el centro bancario panamefio.
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