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Varela called for those affected by this violation to defend their rights and to ‘not allow those who have
stolen money from the people to also rob us of our dignity’

[Picture caption] A group of citizens protested in front of the Office of the Federal Attorney demanding
that attorney general Kenia Porcell resign. Roberto Barrios | La Estrella de Panama
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After the announcement of the resignation of the Federal Attorney General, Kenia Porcel, after
the release of the so-called “Varelaleaks”, a number of different reactions have been seen from political
sectors and civil society, on a national and international level.

In the opinion of the former president of International Transparency [ Transparencia Internacional], José
Ugaz, the resignation of the Attorney General amidst leaks of audios from former president Varela that
reveal inappropriate conversations with his brother and lack of independence of the Office of the Attorney
General in the Odebrecht case, is a new blow to the fight against corruption in Panama.
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In the opinion of Ugaz, this crisis must not encourage impunity or impact the progress of the
investigations carried out by the Office of the Federal Attorney.

“It is imperative that the contents of the conversations be fully investigated, as well as the origin of the
illegal wiretapping. The fight against corruption must continue,” he affirmed.

Cortizo will face a huge challenge: Movin

Meanwhile, the Independent Movement [Movimiento Independiente] (Movin) believes that the President
of the Republic, Laurentino Cortizo has the future of the judiciary and perhaps even the political system
of the country in his hands.

“With the resignation of attorney general Kenia Porcell, the president will face the challenge of ensuring
passage by the National Assembly of the renewal of nearly the entire judicial system of the country,” the
group pointed out.

In view of the fact that the Executive will need to appoint three main justices and six alternate justices of
the Supreme Court, and that these must be ratified by the Assembly, Movin called for the Executive as
well as the Legislative branches “to understand the historic times Panama is experiencing and that our
indicators in matters related to corruption and legal security are the worst in the region and, in general, the
legitimacy of our institutions is increasingly fractured.”

Roux calls for a thorough investigation

On the other hand, the president of the Cambio Democratico (CD) Party, Romulo Roux, called for a
thorough investigation of the alleged and “compromising” content of the chats between the head of the
Office of the Attorney General (MP), Kenia Porcell, and former president Varela.

Roux stated that, although it will be necessary to investigate how the chats ended up on the
varelaleaks.com web site, the importance of their contents cannot be denied, since they provide evidence
of what the CD Party has been denouncing regarding a parallel office of the attorney general, selectivity
in the application of justice, or its use for political persecution.

He stated that the resignation of the attorney general should not be interpreted as a forerunner to
“impunity.”

“What is happening is what we have been denouncing for years, that here there is really no objective
justice. There is evidence of the existence of this parallel office of the attorney general in which the
Executive had a direct influence on the Office of the Attorney General, and in which cases were put
together by the President’s Office and the President alone made decisions regarding who would be
investigated and who would not.

Calls for a Special Investigation Prosecutor
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Meanwhile the Otro Camino Movement, a political organization in the process of seeking recognition as a
party in formation and led by former presidential candidate Ricardo Lombana, expressed his deep concemn
for the fragile institutional situation of the Panamanian justice system, which is now facing the
resignation of the Federal Attorney General in the midst of a scandal involving leaks of private
communications.

“It has been exposed both an unfortunate scheme of influence trafficking and political usurpation of
judicial investigations, as well as the open violation of the privacy of personal communications which, in
this case, impacted a President of the Republic during the performance of his duties”, the group affirmed.

The Otro Camino Movement, “in view of the repeated lack of will to thoroughly investigate the crimes of
corruption”, called for the authorities, following compliance with the legal requirements, to appoint an
independent Special Prosecutor with broad investigation authority for all acts of corruption committed
over the past few years, letting the chips fall where they may, without distinction.

‘Leaks with the aim of destabilization’: Varela

On the other hand, former president Varela reacted to the announcement of yesterday’s resignation of
attorney general Porcell, attributing her resignation to the consequences of communications leaks.

“The main objective of the leaks is unquestionably to erode the credibility of our democratic institutions
and to draw attention away from corruption cases and the fight against organized crime in the country,
which has ultimately resulted in the resignation of the Federal Attorney General”, Varela stated in the
second press release he has issued since the publication of the “Varelaleaks” on November 5.

In Varela’s view, the leaks have “purely destabilizing” purposes, and he accused the highest levels of the
government of his predecessor, Ricardo Martinelli, of acts of corruption that cost the country more than a
billion dollars.
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Varela hizo un llamado a los afectados por esta violacion a defender sus derechos y a 'no permitir que

quienes nos robaron los dineros del pueblo nos quieran despojar también de nuestra dignidad'

Un grupo de ciudadanos protesté frente al Ministerio Publico para que la procuradora Kenia Porcell abandone ya el cargo. Roberto Barrios

| La Estrella de Panama

Por Gustavo A. Aparicio O.
gustavo.aparicio(@laestrella.com.pa

Actualizado 15/11/2019 13:18

Tras el anuncio de la renuncia de la procuradora General de la Nacion, Kenia Porcel, luego de darse a
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conocer |os denominados “Varelaleaks’, han surgido diversas reacciones de sectores politicosy de la
sociedad civil, tanto a nivel nacional como internacional.

Para el expresidente de Transparencia Internacional José Ugaz, larenuncia de la Procuradora General en
medio de filtracién de audios del expresidente Varela que revelan conversaciones impropias con su hermano
y falta de independencia de la Procuraduria en el caso Odebrecht, es un nuevo golpe alalucha contrala
corrupcion en Panama.

Noticias Relacionadas

F'u, 'Picuiro’, los ojosy oidos de Varelaen el Gobierno

. I

. [ Las filtraciones que ponen en el tapete el derecho ala privacidad y € de informacion
wiim”

Para Ugaz, esta crisis no debe aentar laimpunidad ni afectar |os avances en las investigaciones promovidas
por el Ministerio Publico.

“Esimperioso que se investigue afondo el contenido de las conversaciones, asi como € origen de las
interceptaciones ilegales. Lalucha contrala corrupcién debe continuar”, afirmo.

Cortizotendra un gran reto: Movin
En tanto, e Movimiento Independiente (Movin) considerd que el presidente de la Republica, Laurentino
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Cortizo, tiene en sus manos €l futuro judicial y quizas politico del pais.

“Con larenuncia de la procuradora Kenia Porcell, el mandatario tendra el reto de pasar por la Asamblea
Nacional larenovacion casi total del aparato judicial del pais’, destaco esta agrupacion.

Ante el hecho de que & Ejecutivo tendra que nombrar a tres magistrados principales y seis magistrados
suplentes de la Corte Suprema de Justicia, y que estos deben ser ratificados por la Asamblea, Movin hizo un
Ilamado tanto al Ejecutivo como a Legidativo “que entiendan el momento histérico que vive Panamay que
nuestros indicadores en temas de corrupcion y seguridad juridica son de los peores de laregidn, y que en
general lalegitimidad de nuestras instituciones se resquebragja cada vez mas’.

Roux pideinvestigacion profunda

Por su parte, el presidente del partido Cambio Democrético (CD), Rémulo Roux, pidié unainvestigacion
profunda del presunto y “comprometedor” contenido de las conversaciones entre lajefadel Ministerio
Pablico (MP), Kenia Porcell, y el expresidente Varela.

Roux manifestd que si bien hay que investigar como terminaron |as polémicas conversaciones en € sitio web
var elaleaks.com, no se le puede restar importancia alos contenidos que dejan en evidencialo que yaen su
momento venia denunciando el propio CD sobre una procuraduria paralela, la selectividad en la aplicacion
delajusticia o su uso para persecucion politica.
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Manifestd que larenuncia de la procuradora no debe interpretarse como la antesala de “laimpunidad”.

“Lo que esta sucediendo es |o que veniamos denunciando por afios, que aqui no hay realmente una justicia
objetiva. Se evidenciala existencia de esta procuraduria paralela donde el Ejecutivo teniala mano metida
directamente en la Procuraduria, donde se armaban casos en la Presidenciay se podia decidir através de la
decision tnicadel Presidente la Republica quiénes eran investigados y quiénes no”, dijo Roux.

Piden Fiscalia Especial de I nvestigacion

Mientras que e Movimiento Otro Camino, organizacion politica en proceso de reconocimiento como partido
en formacion, y liderada pro el ex candidato presidencial Ricardo Lombana, expresd su profunda
preocupacion por lafragil situacion institucional que atraviesa la justicia panamefia, y que se enfrenta ahora
alarenuncia de la procuradora General de la Nacion, en medio de un escandalo de filtracion de
comunicaciones privadas.

“Ha quedado expuesta tanto una lamentable trama de trafico de influencias e injerencia politicaen
investigaciones judiciales, asi como la abierta violacion de la privacidad de las comunicaciones personales
gue, en este caso, alcanzo, entre otros, a un presidente de la Republica en funciones’, destaco |a agrupacion.

El Movimiento Otro Camino, “ ante layareiterada falta de voluntad de investigar en debidaformalos
delitos de corrupcion”, solicit6 alas autoridades, previo cumplimiento de los requerimientos legales, la
designacion de una Fiscalia Especial, independiente, con amplias facultades de investigacion de todos |os
actos de corrupcién cometidos en los Ultimos afios, caiga quien caiga, sin distincion.

'Filtracion con fines desestabilizadores': Varela

Por su parte, el expresidente Varelareaccioné a anuncio de la renuncia que hizo ayer la procuradora Porcell,
atribuyendo la renuncia como consecuencia de las filtraciones de comunicaciones.

“El principal objetivo de lasfiltraciones es, sin duda, erosionar |la credibilidad de nuestras instituciones
democraticas y desviar la atencion sobre los casos de corrupcion y lucha contra el crimen organizado en el
pais, lo cua hatenido como Ultima consecuenciala renuncia de la Procuradora General de la Nacion”,
expreso Varelaen el segundo comunicado que emitié desde la publicacion de los “Varelal eaks’, el pasado 5
de noviembre.

ParaVarela, lafiltracion tiene fines “ puramente desestabilizadores’ y acuso alos niveles més altos del
gobierno de su predecesor, Ricardo Martinelli, de actos de corrupcién que costaron mas de un hillén de
délares a pais.

Temas relacionados:
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