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(CNN Spanish) – Former president Juan Carlos Varela lost control of the Panameñista Party 
amid leaks scandal referred to as “Varela Leaks”.  The Panameñista Party is the party that 
brought him to power between 2009 and 2014, and which he has led together with his brother 
Jose Luis Varela for 13 years. 
 
This Sunday, in internal elections to select the president of the new board of directors of the 
party, among other positions, Varela’s candidate, former minister Mario Etchelecu, obtained 503 
of the 1,327 valid votes. 
 
The winner is Jose Isabel Blandón, former mayor of the capital and former presidential 
candidate in the elections of May of this year.  Among the seven proposed candidates, Blandón 
won 816 votes, thereby becoming the new president of the Panamenista Party until 2021. 
 
Since 2006, Juan Carlos Varela held the reins of the party, and in 2011 he was elected to the 
same position.  However, when he won the elections in 2014 and became the president of 
Panama, in 2016 a new election of the board of directors was called, in which is brother Jose 
Luis Varela won and became president of the party. 
 
However, this Sunday, the Special Convention of the party was held without the presence of 
Juan Carlos Varela. 
 
Currently, the former president and his brother are embroiled in a scandal resulting from the 
recent leaks of more than 24 gigabytes of information from a cell phone that was allegedly lost, 
and its contents were posted on a web site known as Varela Leaks. 
 

[1]

[C-0910]



The documents contain WhatsApp conversations between the former president and top level 
government officials of Panama and other countries such as the United States and Venezuela, 
businessmen, journalists, and other individuals, revealing alleged influence trafficking and 
involvement by the Executive in other State entities. 
 
For example, the conversations reveal that Varela, along with his brother and the Federal 
Attorney General Kenia Porcell, allegedly worked together on an agreement with the Odebrecht 
Company after the construction company confessed to corruption in a number of companies in 
the region, including Panama. 
 
In light of the scandal, the former president has said on more than one occasion through press 
releases that he has never lost a cell phone and that this is a violation of his privacy, that the 
conversations were altered and manipulated, and he has already filed a criminal complaint to 
that effect.  For his part, Jose Luis Varela told CNN that he believes his brother’s account. 
 
Meanwhile, the Federal Attorney General, Kenia Porcell publically stated that she will resign as 
of 1 January 2020 to facilitate an investigation; however she said that she has not read the 
Varela Leaks because to do so would be a crime. 
 
Currently, the official is being investigated by a federal prosecutor, while the Office of the 
Government Attorney is investigating the source of the leaks.  So far, no investigations have 
been initiated against Juan Carlos Varela.  
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(CNN Espanol) - El expresidente Juan Carlos Varela perdio el control del 

Partido Panamenista en medio del escandalo de las filtraciones 

denominadas "Varela Leaks". El Partido Panamenista es el colectivo que lo 

llevo al poder entre 2009 y 2014, y el cual lidero junto a su hermano Jose 

Luis Varela desde hace 13 anos. 

Este domingo, en elecciones internas para escoger, entre otros cargos, al 

presidente de la nueva junta directiva del partido, el candidato de Varela, el 

exministro Mario Etchelecu, obtuvo 503 de los 1.327 votos validos. 

El triunfador es Jose Isabel Blandon, exalcalde capitalino y excandidato 

presidencial en las elecciones de mayo de este ano. Entre los siete 

candidatos propuestos, Blandon obtuvo 816 votos, con los cuales se 

convirtio en el nuevo presidente del Partido Panamenista hasta 2021. 
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Desde 2006, Juan Carlos Varela llevaba las riendas del colectivo, y en 2011 

fue reelecto para el mismo cargo. Pero al ganar los comicios electorales en 

2014 y ser el presidente de Panama, en 2016 se hace una nueva eleccion 

de junta directiva, en la que su hermano Jose Luis Varela gano como 

presidente del partido. 

Sin embargo, este domingo la Convencion Extraordinaria del colectivo se 

hizo sin la presencia de Juan Carlos Varela. 

Actualmente, el exmandalflrio, junto a su hermano, esta sumido en un 

escandalo por las recienlll filtraciones de mas de 24 gigabytes de 

informacion de un celular supuestamente extraviado, y cuyo contenido fue • colgado en un portal de nombre Varela Leaks. 

(/) 

En el mismo se pueden leer conversaciones via WhatsApp del expresidente 

con altos funcionarios del gobierno de Panama y de otros paises como 

Estados Unidos y Venezuela, empresarios, periodistas, entre otras personas, 

y en las cuales se deja entrever supuesto trafico de influencias e intromision 

del Ejecutivo en otros organos del Estado. 

Por ejemplo, que Varela junto a su hermano y la procuradora de la Nacion 

Kenia Porcell supuestamente trabajaron en conjunto el acuerdo con la 

empresa Odebrecht, luego que la constructora confesara corrupcion en 

varios pafses de la region, incluyendo Panama. 

Ante el escandalo, en mas de una ocasion, a traves de comunicado, el 

expresidente ha dicho que no se le perdio celular alguno y que se trata de 

una violacion a su privacidad, en que las conversaciones fueron alteradas y 

manipuladas, por lo cual ya presento una denuncia. Por su parte, Jose Luis 

Varela dijo a CNN que se acoge a lo dicho por su hermano. 

En tanto, la procuradora de la Nacion Kenia Porcell expreso publicamente 

su renuncia a partir del 1 de enero de 2020 para permitir una investigacion, 

pero dijo no haber lefdo los Varela Leaks porque estarfa incurriendo en un 

delito. 

Actualmente, la funcionaria es investigada por el procurador de la 

Administracion, y en el Ministerio Publico se indaga el origen de las 

filtraciones. Hasta el momento no hay investigacion contra Juan Carlos 

Varela. 
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