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Government affirms that it will separate the UAF from the Presidency,
following the GAFI’s recommendation

UAF WILL BE SEPARATEJ FROM
‘THE MINISTRY OF THEPRESIDENCY ___

PANAMA CITY ‘ L N nzem B
A correr para disminuir el uso de plédstico desechable

BY MARIA DE GRACIA
07/29/2019 - 7:41 PM

The government said that among the strategies for getting off the
International Financial Action Group (GAFI)’s graylist will be to separate the
Financial Analysis Unit (UAF) from the Office of the President of the
Republic.

The UAM was created in 1995 as a State security agency of an administrative
nature, attached to the Ministry of the Presidency, for the prevention of money
laundering and the financing of terrorism.

“We our sending a general message. It is a decision that the GAFI is going to look
at favorably. We are going to strengthen it with more human and financial
resources. We are going to have full autonomy. The message that is being sent to
the GAFI it is very good,” stated the Minister of Economy and Finance, Héctor
Alexander.

“There has been a constant recommendation that the UAM not be part of the Office
of the Presidency. 75% of the UAF’s cases do not go to the Public Prosecutor’s
Office, they have been going to the Security Council,” the minister counselor, José

Alejandro Rojas, pointed out.
This unit compiles and analyzes financial information related to the crimes of

money laundering and financing of terrorism. The results of that analysis is
supposed to be sent to investigating authorities.
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“The message is that after the Unit does its work, and it is not used as a mechanism
of prosecution, regardless of where it is,” pointed out Julio De la Lastra of the
National Private Enterprise Council.

“The president should let go of the UAF, so that these selective abuses that have
been occurring in this country don’t happen again,” Rojas emphasized.

To separate the UAF from the Presidency, changes will have to be made in some
laws.
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O caracter administrativo, adscrita al Ministerio de la Presidencia, para la
prevencion del blanqueo de capitales y el financiamiento del terrorismo.

RECOMENDADO PARA TI

“Mandamos un mensaje general. Es una decision que la GAFI va a ver bien. La
vemos a fortalecer de mas recursos humanos y financieros. Van a tener mucha
autonomia. El mensaje que se manda a GAFI| es muy bueno”, manifesto el
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ministro de Economia y Finanzas, Héctor Alexander.

“Ha habido una constante recomendacién que la UAF no forme parte de la
Presidencia. El 75% de los casos de la UAF no iban al Ministerio Publico, iban al
Consejo de Seguridad”, sefialo el ministro consejero, José Alejandro Rojas.

Esta unidad recopila y analiza de informacion financiera relacionada con los
delitos del blanqueo de capitales y financiamiento del terrorismo. Debe comunicar
los resultados de ese andlisis a las autoridades de investigacion.

“El mensaje es que después que la Unidad haga su trabajo, y que no se utilice
como mecanismo de persecucion, no importa donde esté”, apunté Julio De la
Lastra, del Consejo Nacional de la Empresa Privada.
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“El presidente debe despojarse de la UAF, para que no vuelvan a suceder estos
atropellos selectivos que han venido sucediendo en este pais”, enfatizé Rojas.

Para separar la UAF de Presidencia se necesita realizar cambios en algunas
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