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Ge~£RAL RULi? OJI Jt-:TERl'R.ET.,;n oN 427 

' lh(' limi~etr ,h i~ mu n~orimcrpl'C'l:11 ion lk "ma meaning inocm1p:iu blc: wi1h du: .,pint. 
p urp<~ ,m,1 a'>Tl.ft'X I ofiht d;a.\ut a r in.1,uumt't11 in \•;hkh chc "'~m:I. 1ut umu.in«l··. ;, 

P.1ra. I envisages the ordinary mC;1ning to be given co the t(':rms of the treat}' 1 o 
i.n thei.tconte:rL Treaty terms are. not drafted in isolaiion, and ,heir meaning 
can only be determioed b}' consideriJ,g the tncire trE'<lt)' rexr. The conrexc 
will indude lhe rern.1ini11g rerms of the senteuce aud of the paragtaph; the 
<:nt.ire ;mide at issue; and the: remainder of rhe neary, i.r., its text, induding 
i i.$ pre-amble: (PrNmbl,e N. 5) ud annexes (r~.t·, m:\ps) and the 01her me;rns 
m,1Hioncd in par.is. 2 and 3.': "lhe anne,ccs to the Co,wcntion ,uc listed in 
the Fiml/ Aa (q.v.; see also Ar,ir/, 85. N. I). Article 31 thus embodies d.e 
co1nexm:.1I or sys1ein~uic ineans of iu1erprttarion which aifns :.u :n•oidiog 
incon$istencir-s-0f che individu.11 term with iusurroundi,tf?.•> Reference co the 
comcxr in p.lrA. 1 confirm$ rhc rd:uiviry of the ordin,1ry meaning {N. 9).' 4 

3. Objt lil and Pvrposc (Para. 1) 

Ntxl. Lhc ordin,:uy me:ming cf J ta m of the treJt)' will be dc:1ermini:<l in 11 
the light of its (I., .. the n e,ny's) object and purpose."; The terms :'I re osed 
.as a combiJ1cd whole ... and include a treaty"s ahns. ics nmurt and its end. 
lndetd, a tt'ealy may have many ob jeers and purpoSC"S.'17 0 11e of tl1<' objects 
and purposes will certainly be tO nuintain the balance of rights and obliga, 
Lions Cl'C':ltcd by Lhe m.":uy.1

~ ArtidC' 31 thus also C"mrcnchc:s the 1deolt1gical 
or hmct ion:11 :1pproach."" lt (:n:1bles consideration of 1hc: dilfc:rent aims of 
partk.ula.r cypcs oft re a ties. 

Fof lmt:.111.:t . dK' lntt11tio11~ .,r tht pall lC'l' MC' a lien cn1phi1:sh,J ..-b,11 m1npl'f"ti11s 
b H"lttr.d, · confr.1 ... h1::J· t~ati~. 8)•wncr.'l,.,. ld,~cl~-~I ime,prt"ta(km )t,;,u tr.iditlvn:dJy 
p l.iytJ ,, P-'lt ill tJX' iote1ptct:,tiu11 of QQt1~i1ution) uf i11ttt1~11t011~I 0 11,,,\ubutivn~ (.ind 

41 .<..am/, WmAfri,w·(l'u·limin.try()hjm i1;1t,')C u .. .-, J( '.J R~ rr,; 19~2 335 f, J1--s~1,mdW Atl 1' 

N.63.?, 
~ D•l 1ud)t;K/ Wou 11u w 111 642; for 6 1!,kNM/,II.H'J, 'l_1(,:RV 2.7 (1967) 498, ,eftlc(IC<' I(> 1l1,:­

~rrc:ambk- :.md ann<".xo" ""'Ovid 1w1 k.t•'(" b«n •.,blPl.>lutdy •t«tl!Nry". 
~ 6Lt:C¥~lA:-N, Vi;lkertt'I.IU N. 354, 
.. E,,,,pbatkally the LU.: R<"pot1 I ?66. Y6JLC 1% (1 II ..?2 1, p.u-a, 12: '"dlt otdi,hl•Y n1CJ.r,fog 

<>r :"I 11:m) h 11<)1 1,> be .-lc1c1mh1c,I ir, 1h<' ::.Ji-.i , .,ce h,u in 1h(' \.OJHnt .,( rhr H<':lry" . 
..., !>« OJ1 ChC'Cvpk Cttt-:IC•Gll;'OTIC,~n YBJL 7 ( 199'7) 155 0'; 81,;n1At1.0li.',nv,:-.n. Au~i ian 

RIEL 3 0 998) 31 I if, 32l It; L1>1ot:Mf,U t.., Nordk JIL 72 (lOOJ) 429 ff;J. K v.1u)i;lt$, 

Some Probkn,l' Rc1;.udlnr, tlx Objc<t :ind Purp<»t urTrn1ia. F inui:,h YBJL 8 ( 1')')7) 

13811' 
..., YA.S:Sllt::-1, RC 1 SI (197(, Ill) 57; L1t-·or.Rt·).1 ~. i6i4, O J ("pci(t<tly syno11ymc>~•~"); 

C,.1UU:'A1.,, Dtvi t i<Hc~1k,0!1) pt1blir:: :-;, 363 {""Jiffio k ~ p,frikt). 
" S« tbt -,m~mtnt by TllSIJROOk" in tJ1t JLC 1%6. YSILC l 9G6 t .n:6. p..,ra. ? I (•both 

-,h,k,'Ula.t~n<l plur.:J h:1d cht same i1\~11ing~). 
'"' ·ra.t:\'IAA~t.:s. CYBIi. 25 (1982) S10. 
~ o ·a,:,.1l'JEU •• l:nter1i.1lkrnal I.aw I 2.S5. 



hirr!Cl }J 

thdrorn~li«l p<>W<'f>\I ~nod ,,,he,, rn ul ,.i lacnal. ·1.,.gi.t.ci•~· arnvcmio,., .' Ilic oojca. and 

pu rpc,z, ilfm plrLy:ii; .1 p;inic:u:lilir p.u;: ii11 1 h~ inibe'Tf'~ io n o f h m ;m nit'i_hcs t. ff'atics. ~1 

12 Co115ider~tio11 o ; t r ty's objc:ct :.in p1Hpos1: togerh.er with good faith will 
ensure d11~ effe ivi?ncss. of [rs rerms Cut res magh· 1,'11.lea, quam µ rear;. me effn 
1,tili " 

..... 1:,., [J.C Rei '1 i ~(,(, ""P ,111dcd: • W j htll "· rn:;1ty ,. "Pm IQ t .... , i1110:rprct.uic111 rnno 
" .,.J,1.<:h ck,.,. and t he pther clac~ a •, c-,rnbk th.,: treaty rn b..,·e a iJ!lrap rme eltecn, !':'(>OO 

ful1 h a1..! I he ol,i= a.1111 p1upi>•c• o t ,Ii.- clcil)' d cmamd 111;1< 11,r I' ,rn•cr i II cc"l••c1'1tru1l 

,m<>uld b., adop!<!d"." 

1.3 l\ni ·I. • 31 fl oc5 no r &rat~ wh n: rhc ib jca- ii rid purpo:s, m.iy be 5ough , T ra-
irion,1Jly, the pream ble (P,eamMe. N. 1- } is rcsom:..d t ora gen eral dause 

lt the beginning of the tr a1y. The ·uucttl l' of Arti lt' l ~s :.1 Gt-nera.l Ruk 
lc:J!v~s. no rloubL tl1Jt .~ll th~ d~m~nn of A ni lc:- j I :1:, wdl as the :sur,plerrm, Lary 

m e::m.s a f i nrcrp ~ 1;11 ion i 11 Anick J _ ;o11t ribL!lc w rb is <"nd . ~i 

1-i I 11 ~ rprtt,Hio n in rf)c light of .1 tn:aty's ob(cc, and pu.rpo&c fi nds ia; lin1its in 
du'. rre.uy te [ itself. 0 11e of 1he {originall rnan}' possible) ordtn L · nmrn• 
ings will e•.~ntu;lll}' pttY, il. 111 orher w-arrl Arri le • 1 :i:w, i.rls ~ 11 nmme 
fonctiom.il intc,v rc:-rarlo n wnic ma]I·, in facr, le-ad ta ''lcgi:1:b.rio n - or tbc 
rcvL!.ion of~ t reaty .11 

" Nr1.-t,-,,~ \'6',#p• m d,,1 'J' Op.,•lo,., I CJ !l..-po J 99/1 . f. p ,r~. I ~. 
1 ·er ih~ c•~~-l;iw of1 ' ' ~" ·"u,, <.>f ~lu •· l-1.i,glm ~mJ i1 VfLLl"I~. l'Nr ·h ifi 

ji: I•~- .3 :i r: rl>< i , •. , .. ~ m~r'i<.1~ H,, !11'1-'1 Righ,., c,, I rr i •rho l '¼li7 v.-ts11~ 1/o,/,,;i",-,; 
(p,;./,/'<o,ri,iryO~J<X-<i,,,,)<':i,t'.LL 95 U'.l9.\)2Hf.psi,a • .11 ("[cl,dnt<'r- ti i.._,.., H~, 1-11! 

Jlj If,: C:: n"<'~rk,11 r,1,,.{ ,, Ii..- in,,., or1ru w · , , •. :,.- Ir Ir• f,.11 nkaning"); ;1 in rl,. 
I 9S4 u,,s., Iii, , 111,.,a/n.uion /'.rwirwm J.,;,..,ry Op;.,,..,.,, ILR 79 IL 'l ~ l I'll. p ar,1, 

l'li ("[b.- in1.-rpn:-C:.U<!C1 [1' k ,,d ,p1r-d .1n•:,' u<J I k·...t 10 ;1 rnoJ le t hat! ..... i.rn_; ,ti.- •y>1,111 uf 
1,n.,u tiou e.<J;,l h.<l·ro [he [J 1mt-,\1 · ~ric '~ H Urn Right• G :>ll't("fl (fotl "I. 

" Yilll r 19('6 H 219, P' r,1, 6 , 
'1 In LI .- ~i<W<"rri. ,ry ...,- P, JJ,, 'f,i.k;f,, ,,,,J l'td.1,. Sij,,J<M" (J,J • .,,,;_,ilM<JhJyml) C'1J:,-, l ~t 

ICJ had ,c, ,,ut..- lv Tl r •,•cry i.c-b.m.- .,f cbc nl¥.- 10011 ~I J uc, ]Cf R<f><>Jf, ;l0(1;! 5 2, 
para, 5L Sec "-•1irLU:ll. \'cmauti,,..,huta uo r,.;,,,jl<Jd:r (bu r ,,·ith ,cmpJ,..,J, L>Ll 11,c t.-.. t}. 

Y .$51:1,.N, R 151 (J ~76 rm 9, pa.ril , <h ilU.CUel,\N'.'- , Yolkrm·b[ N. 362; !l<s "'"" .-me 
llr Vuwito....:s Ill I .- ! LC llJ LC l % 1 l /2 I I . . ••l•ll 1-.lcDo t.:GAL 1\J J l 6 l 
(1%7) 993 , 

' 1 ILC Report l% 6. YllJlC l%G II ~l9, PJTJ, (,, ~11d .:!10, p,or.1, l I, the J,,1,·rfrrldli"" ~f 
i"rllt'~ Tm11in ,1,/, ,wry 0/1'"'"''• [CJ Rq•(I n, 1950 22 ; al.,; tbc ,1alrn1rn [ J., Vkrm,1 b,y 
_l i'-111:s!Eil: r,i;A1ot.cH,.G.• ol'tlic v'rtq,"'1 u, tl.-1~.i.tfon . OR l':IM! C..W l 70. i"n;L 1'.:,7; Y.1.s­
.51,,Et, , R ~ 151 (l~i6 Hl ) '57, parJ, 4. 




