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December 19, 1991 

 

 

 

DVM-681-91 

 

 

 

Mr. 

Reinhard Unglaube 

 

 

 0049-6201-181171 

 

Dear Sir,  

 

The creation of the Las Baulas de Guanacaste National Marine Park is a priority for the 

administration of the President of the Republic, Mr. Rafael Angel Calderón Fournier and his 

Minister of Natural Resources, Energy and Mines, Mr. Hernán Bravo Trejos.  The donation of 

(approximately) two and a quarter hectares measured between mounds 11 and  16 located on the 

beachfront of the Residencial Tamarindo Beach, S.A., urban development is a hugely important 

contribution to the consolidation of the new park.  The Government of the Republic is grateful 

for and accepts the donation and in this regard, I take the opportunity to answer the points of 

your November 29, 1991 letter in the order presented:  

1. The urban development, Residencial Tamarindo Beach, S.A. has been approved by the 

state agencies since 1987. Executive decree No. 20518 of June 5, 1991 allocated 75 

meters measured from the boundary of the Tamarindo National Wildlife Refuge from the 

mouth of the Tamarindo estuary to the northwest end of Punto Ventanas as a National 

Park.  This demarcation affects the urban development, Residencial Tamarindo Beach, 

S.A. at its beachfront and, as you point out in your letter, lots 81 to 85 that have already 

been sold and lots 67 to 72 and 74 to 79.  The acquisition of these lands would represent a 

very large expenditure for the State.  For the the foregoing reasons, the Ministry of 

Natural Resources, Energy and Mines agrees to modify executive decree No. 20518 so 

that the lands to be included within the boundary of the national park are the two and a 

quarter hectares between mounds 11 and 16 on Playa Grande. 

2. The MIRENEM, therefore, approves the construction line for the project in question at 

fifty meters measured horizontally starting from the mounds that mark out the current 

Tamarindo National Wildlife Refuge created by Law of the Republic on June 27, 1991. 

Exhibit C-51 
Page 1 of 13

berryg
Text Box
English Translationfollowed by original



- 2 - 

DM_VAN/292688.00001/8792940.1 

This is owing to your generous donation and the fact that your project was approved in 

1987. 

3. Regarding points 1 and 2 of your letter, the MIRENEM agrees to approve the 

modification of your project resulting from the establishment of the new park and, as we 

have discussed, creating in the urban development, the biological corridors that would 

allow the animals to move unobstructed from the estuaries and mangroves to the coastal 

zone.  In this respect and as we have agreed, we have already hired Dr. Carlos Valerio 

and he will be willing to travel to your urban development at Playa Grande in mid-

January to see the site and issue his opinions about the biological corridors and the green 

areas that have to remain as woods so that the MIRENEM can endorse your project as an 

ecologically viable one. 

4. When your donation of proposed lands to the MIRENEM with its ecological corridors is 

completed, our Ministry agrees to communicate immediately to the pertinent 

organizations such as the Municipality of Santa Cruz,  the Instituto Costarricense de 

Vivienda y Urbanismo (Housing and Urban Planning Institute of Costa Rica), the 

Electricity Service, Instituto Costarricense de Turismo (the Tourism Institute of Costa 

Rica), Servicio Nacional de Acueductos y Alcantarillados (the National Service of 

Aqueducts and Sewer Systems), our endorsement of your project. 

5. Regarding point 5, I must tell you that unfortunately, this Ministry cannot cancel for your 

principal, the amount you indicate as relocations.  

6. In order to attain the endorsement of the MIRENEM of the internal regulation you filed, 

consisting of 12 points, it must be reformed as follows: 

1. In addition to what is set out in point 1, your urban development must not have 

too much and excessive lighting on posts.  This is crucial for the viability of the 

turtle beach and in order to achieve the endorsement of the MIRENEM. 

2. About point 11, the MIRENEM emphatically recommends that the height of the 

buildings, including the hotel, not exceed two stories.  Let us understand that this 

recommendation is important.  Residencial Tamarindo Beach, S.A. will be 

binding with other urban developments and constructions in the area.  I trust you 

comprehend our position in this respect.  

In conclusion, please give me a tentative date to arrange with the President of the 

Republic for a meeting with you so that your valuable and generous donation to the Government 

of Costa Rica may receive the full recognition of our country and the publicity that it well 

deserves, as we spoke of during your last visit to the country. 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY 
AND MINES, AND PALM BEACH, S.A. COSTA RICA 

We; Mario Boza Loria, adult, married once, engineer, identity number one-two nine seven-nine 
three two, resident of Sabana Sur,  acting as the interim Minister of Natural  Resources,  Energy 
and Mines, pursuant to Executive Decree No. 19709 of May 8, 1990, hereinafter the 
MINISTRY, and Reinhard Unglaube, adult, married once, business owner, nationality: German, 
resident of Hemsbach, Germany, with a passport from that country number K-4421926, no 
second surname because of his nationality; acting as the legal representative, as stated in the 
attached document, of Palm Beach, S.A., Costa Rica, duly registered in Costa Rica, with legal 
identity three-zero-twelve-zero seventy thousand, nineteen forty-seven - twenty-three, hereinafter 
the COMPANY; HAVE AGREED to enter into this AGREEMENT, for the purpose of joining 
forces to conserve the Parque Nacional Marino Las Baulas [National Marine Park], in 
accordance with provisions set out below: 

ARTICLE 1: The COMPANY donated a strip of land to the MINISTRY owned by Palm Beach 
S.A. Costa Rica, located on Playa Grande, Matapalo, District Three, Canton Three, Santa Cruz, 
in the Province of Guanacaste, registered in the Public Registry of Real Estate Properties under 
enrollment numbers 67.330.000 and 64.330.000, and having the following location: On the 
western limit, which is the inalienable zone of the Tamarindo Wildlife Refuge, the land begins at 
milestone  eleven  of  the  National  Geographic  Institute  and  ends  sixteen  meters  and  thirty-three  
centimetres to the north of milestone sixteen, with a total length of four hundred ninety-three 
meters and forty-seven centimetres in front of the beach. Milestone eleven is located one 
hundred seventy-seven meters to the southwest of coordinate number two hundred fifty-six, and 
two hundred nineteen meters to the west of coordinate three hundred thirty-five. Milestone 
sixteen is located two hundred ninety-seven meters to the north of coordinate two hundred fifty-
six and three hundred twenty-five meters to the west of coordinate three hundred thirty-five. 

The eastern limit of this land is located parallel to this line. This limit's straight line is actually 
curved between milestone twelve and milestone thirteen, and it approaches the milestone line at 
seventeen meters between milestones fifteen and sixteen. The donated lands have a border to the 
north with TAMARINDO BEACH CLUB, S.A.; to the south with Juan Rafael López Delgado; 
to  the  west  with  TAMARINDO  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE;  and  to  the  east  with  the  
tourism development project PALM BEACH, S.A., COSTA RICA. 

ARTICLE 2: The COMPANY promises to create two private, biological corridors within its 
TAMARINDO BEACH residential subdivision, which shall include the lots described in the 
plans attached to this Agreement and are an integral part hereof, in order to allow the passage of 
wild animals from the estuary and the mangroves to the lands that will be donated. 

ARTICLE 3:  In  order  for  the  Palm Beach,  S.A.  Costa  Rica  tourism development  project  to  be  
considered environmentally friendly, the COMPANY accepts the creation of a regulating plan 
for its property on the Playa Grande peninsula, and it promises to abide by the following 
guidelines: 

1. The construction line approved by the MINISTRY is 50 meters from the milestone line. 
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2. The maximum coverage for construction will be fifty percent. 

3. Thirty percent of the land in the Palm Beach, S.A. Costa Rica urban project will  be set  
aside for green zones.  The land donated to the Costa Rican government is included in 
that percentage. 

4. The  maximum  recommended  density  for  developing  PALM  BEACH  S.A.,  COSTA  
RICA is twenty people per hectare. 

5. Neither lights nor lighted areas will be used in the project, and special protection will be 
used on the lights that reflect toward the beach, the mangrove and its estuaries. 

6. Unnecessary lighting will not be installed at a later date.  The installation of street lights 
will be done taking into consideration the existence of the national park as a center for the 
leatherback sea turtles to lay their eggs. As such, the MINISTRY will make appropriate 
recommendations to the municipality of Santa Cruz. 

7. Trees  and  plants  will  not  be  cut  down  without  the  prior  authorization  of  the  Forest  
Directorate General. 

8. Hunting of all living beings is prohibited. 

9. Noisy unleashed animals may not be kept, including dogs, cats, horses and pigs. 

10. The buildings will have terra cotta roofs and brick walls or ones painted neutral colours 
(sepias). 

11. The minimum setback of streets will be seven meters. 

12. Only hedges or garden walls will be allowed to divide up lots with a maximum height of 
one meter from the ground or plastered blocks painted brick or neutral colours (sepias).  
The latter shall be elevated at least thirty centimetres from the ground in order not to 
obstruct the passage of wild animals.  Hedges will be one hundred percent native species. 

13. Bars on buildings will only be placed inside the constructions. 

14. Lighting from residences and hotels will not be filtered toward the beaches, estuaries and 
mangroves. 

15. Solid  waste  will  be  disposed  of  in  a  landfill  outside  the  area  of  the  Playa  Grande  
peninsula. 

16. The maximum height of buildings will be two floors. 

17. Exits to the national park will be no more than every two hundred meters and in an "S" 
format, and only in those areas where the green cover reaches a minimum of one hundred 
meters of continental depth. 

18. The COMPANY will prepare a forestry-management plan for its project. 
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19. The vegetation around the national park will be reinforced to strengthen the buffer zone 
with one hundred percent native species. 

20. One hundred percent native species will be used for the reforestation program with the 
goal of providing food for the existing fauna there. 

21. At the start of the project's construction, water from wells drilled in Playa Grande will be 
used for that purpose. To implement each project, water will be brought from 
neighbouring areas, and the initial well will be sealed off.  These wells, according to the 
General Health Act, will have a radius of thirty meters free of constructions. 

22. The projects' residents may use the beach, the estuaries, and the mangroves without 
needing to pay the membership fee to enter the national park. 

23. Under no circumstances may sewage be discharged into Tamarindo Bay, the estuaries or 
the mangroves in the national park. 

24. Solid waste and vegetation, along with grass that must be gathered when each project is 
cleaned up, will not be burned in any way without being taken outside of the Playa 
Grande peninsula area. 

25. Parking lots for vehicles and facilities for night sports that require lighting will not be 
built near the beach, the mangroves or the estuaries. 

26. No pesticides of any kind will be used to get rid of bugs or pests. 

27. All owners of PALM BEACH, S.A., COSTA RICA, promise without exception to abide 
by the regulations of the national park regarding use of the beaches, estuaries, mangroves 
and Tamarindo Bay. 

ARTICLE  3  [sic]:  The  MINISTRY  promises  not  to  build  any  buildings  on  the  lands  that  are  
donated by the COMPANY to the Costa Rican government on Playa Grande. The only 
construction will be the paths and little enclosures where information and environmental 
education will be offered to visitors to the national park. 

ARTICLE  4:  The  MINISTRY  will  publicly  acknowledge  the  donation  of  lands  from  the  
COMPANY to the Costa Rican government and notify the authorities in the municipality of 
Santa Cruz, the National Institute of Housing and Urban Planning, the Ministry of Public Health, 
the National Service of Aqueducts and Sewage Systems, the Costa Rican Institute of Electricity, 
and the bodies involved in the MINISTRY, its consent and agreement with the donation of said 
lands; along with the COMPANY's acceptance of the recommendations set out herein, which 
will make it possible for an urban-tourism development to coexist with a highly fragile 
ecological system that represents one of the most important worldwide for the reproduction of 
leatherback sea turtles (Dermochelys coriacea). 

In witness whereof, we the parties hereby sign two originals in the city of San José, on the 
Twenty-fourth of the month of March of Nine [sic] Ninety-two. 
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[signature] [signature] 
Mario Boza Loría Reinhard Unglaube 
Minister, a.i. 

Witness of Honor: 

[signature] 
R.A. Calderón F. 

 

Exhibit C-51 
Page 6 of 13



Exhibit C-51 
Page 7 of 13

BerryG
Text Box
Spanish Original



Exhibit C-51 
Page 8 of 13



Exhibit C-51 
Page 9 of 13

berryg
Text Box
Exhibit C-

berryg
Text Box
Spanish Original



Exhibit C-51 
Page 10 of 13



Exhibit C-51 
Page 11 of 13



Exhibit C-51 
Page 12 of 13



Exhibit C-51 
Page 13 of 13




