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Matthew Gearing QC is widely regarded as a leading arbitration practitioner of his 
generation; in particular he was appointed Queen's Counsel (England & Wales) in February 
2014. He has been based in Hong Kong on two occasions; most recently from 2008 to 2020.  
He has been in practice in the field of international arbitration and dispute resolution for 
almost 25 years.  He was a partner of Allen & Overy for 16 years, head or co-head of the 
firm’s arbitration group for ten years of those years (and at the firm for 24 years) before 
moving to the Bar, with Fountain Court chambers, from May 2021. 

Matthew has acted in a large number of complex arbitrations around the world, both 
commercial arbitrations and investment treaty arbitrations. His experience includes 
arbitrations under the ICC, UNCITRAL, SIAC, HKIAC, KLRCA, SCC, LCIA and ICSID Rules. The 
subject matter of the disputes has related to joint venture agreements, manufacturing and 
high technology sectors, disputes relating to complex financial products, and a wide range of 
disputes in the energy and resources sector. 

As well as being a Queen’s Counsel (England & Wales), Matthew is a Solicitor-Advocate 
qualified in Hong Kong.   

Matthew has sat as arbitrator in a wide range of matters, as sole and party appointed 
arbitrator and as Chair, under the ICSID Rules, UNCITRAL Rules (invoking the provisions of 
bilateral investment treaties), SIAC, LCIA, ICC and HKIAC Rules, amongst others.  

Matthew was Chairperson of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre from 2017 to 
2020. In addition, he is a past Co-Chair of the LCIA Young International Arbitration Group.  
He has recently been appointed to the Court of the LCIA. He is also on the HKIAC, SIAC and 
KLRCA panel of arbitrators, and Prime Finance’s panel of Dispute Resolution experts. 

Matthew is a joint editor of Russell on Arbitration (23rd and 24th Editions) a leading text on 
arbitration in England & Wales, and has written and spoken widely on arbitration.  He is 
currently working on the 25th Edition of Russell. 

Market recognition: 

Matthew has achieved broad and consistent recognition in the major directories for many 
years: 



He is ranked Band 1 for International Arbitration on a Global-wide basis by Chambers & 
Partners 2020, and is singled out as the sole "Star Individual" for Arbitration - China in 
Chambers Asia-Pacific 2021.  He is also ranked Band 1 for Dispute Resolution (International 
Firms) – India and Band 1 for Dispute Resolution – Philippines. He is ranked as a Leading 
Individual by Legal 500 and was named Arbitration Practitioner of the Year at the Asialaw 
and Benchmark Litigation Asia-Pacific Dispute Resolution Awards 2017, 2019 and 2020. In 
recognition of his contribution to the Asian legal community, in 2019, Chambers & Partners 
awarded Matthew the Outstanding Achievement Award.  

"He is without a doubt the best lawyer in Asia, he's genuinely great. He's a great mentor, 
team leader and good advocate." - Chambers 2020, Global-wide, Arbitration (International). 

“Widely considered a standout practitioner in the market, with one client describing him as a 
‘very famous QC whose professional qualifications need no further explanation.’ The same 
client adds: ‘He has very sharp thinking on key legal issues and can always take control of 
the situation during hearings.’ He remains a leading figure for investment treaty and 
commercial arbitration across the region.” – Chambers 2021, Dispute Resolution: Arbitration 
(International Firms) – China. 

“A lauded arbitration counsel in the Indian alternative dispute resolution market, acting for 
major corporates and financial services clients.” - Chambers 2021, Dispute Resolution 
(International Firms) – India. 

“Sought after for his expertise in international arbitration involving the Philippines. He is 
particularly experienced in disputes arising in the energy and infrastructure sectors.” - 
Chambers 2021, Dispute Resolution – Philippines 

Other details: 

Matthew is a UK national. 

In addition to English he speaks French to a good working standard. 

Matthew is married with two teenage sons.  He is a keen long-distance runner and a regular 
cyclist. 

Contact details: 

mpg@fountaincourt.co.uk 

+44 7471 359097 
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